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INTRODUCTION 


Ta primary purpose of this book is to bring transparency 


to the Watchtower Organization’s influence over people across the 
world. How has the Organization been able to influence so many 
people from all walks of life? Why are people drawn to their 
teachings? What causes some to leave their churches and join the 
Watchtower’s membership? 

One explanation is the extremely effective proselytizing 
methods used by the Watchtower. Their message is uniform 
throughout the Organization, so much so that every congregation 
(church) of Jehovah’s Witnesses across the globe receives the 
same weekly message, including instructions regarding their 
house-to-house ministry, so that when they knock on your door 
they are well-rehearsed, arriving in respectable attire, often with 
children at their side, to deliver a message that is simple and direct. 

Another very powerful reason is the Watchtower’s uncanny 
ability to convince people that they act on God’s authority and are 
His sole instrument on earth. 

Therefore, our approach will not focus on Watchtower 
interpretation of scripture; rather, we will concentrate on the 
foundation of Watchtower eschatology (doctrine). In doing so, we 
will not only consider the reasons set forth above in more depth, 
we will also examine some foundational Watchtower teachings 
that the average Jehovah’s Witness has never known and will 
undoubtedly be shocked to learn. Then, as the title indicates, we 
will analyze several of those teachings in conjunction with biblical 
authority, and you can decide for yourself whether God’s Word 
supports or refutes each such claim. 


THE INVITATION 


“The Watchtower invites careful and critical examination 
of its contents in the light of the Scriptures.” 


“If the message Jehovah's Witnesses are bringing to the people is 
true, then it is of greatest importance to mankind. 
If it is false, then it is the duty of the clergymen and 
others who support them to come boldly forward 
and plainly tell the people wherein the message is false.” 


The above invitation found in the Watchtower magazine 


forms the underlying premise for this book. In other words, does 
Watchtower truth differ from God’s truth? 


“We should prove by the word of God 
whether the things found in the Watchtower 
are from man or from the Lord!” 


In accepting this invitation, we will present Watchtower 
doctrine as revealed in Watchtower publications, recorded 
documents, speeches given at Watchtower conventions, and court 
testimony, then we will proceed to “carefully and critically” test it 
alongside scripture. 

First and foremost, however, it is important to understand 
how the Watchtower Organization has established such a magnetic 


' Watchtower (August 15, 1950), p. 263. 
* Watchtower (January 18, 1933), p. 252. 
> Watchtower (May 1, 1934), p. 131. 


influence over its followers. Therefore, we will start by identifying 
the four underlying sources of the Watchtower’s authority. 


THE WATCHTOWER’S AUTHORITY 


J ehovah’s Witnesses are drawn to and rely upon four 


major claims of divine authority by the Watchtower Organization. 
These claims are profound and compelling in that they establish 
the Watchtower as God’s sole instrument on earth, thereby 
requiring that their followers accept and obey the Organization’s 
teachings unconditionally. In fact, these four sources of 
Watchtower authority will form the backdrop for our analysis of 
whether key doctrinal positions introduced by the Organization are 
supported by the Bible. 


1. The Watchtower magazine is God's Word 


First, the Organization represents that the Watchtower 
magazine is God’s Word. During a 1943 New York Supreme 
Court case entitled Moyle vs. Franz, et al., in which Olin Moyle 
sued the Watchtower Organization and several of its officers for 
defamation, Nathan Homer Knorr, then-President of the 
Watchtower, testified on this subject as follows (at Section 4421, 
page 1474 of the trial transcript): 


Question: But you don’t make any such 
statement, that you are subject 
to correction, in your Watch 
Tower papers, do you? 

Answer: Not that I recall. 

Question: In fact, it is set forth directly as 
God’s Word, isn’t it? 

Answer: Ves, as His word. 

Question: Without any qualification 
whatsoever? 

Answer: hat is right. 


This sworn testimony is clear — the Watchtower magazine 
(here referred to as “papers”) is God’s Word. Moreover, the 
content of the magazine is not subject to correction. In essence, 
since God’s Word is infallible, any statements made in the 
Watchtower magazine are also infallible. 


2. God is the Editor of the Watchtower Magazine 


Second, and directly related to the above claim, the 
Watchtower asserts that their magazine is edited by God. In the 
same Moyle vs. Franz case, the Watchtower Vice President, Fred 
W. Franz, testified under oath regarding the identity of the 
Watchtower’s editor (at Sections 2596-2597, pages 866-867 of the 
trial transcript): 


Question: Didn't you state that on October 
15, 1931, the Watchtower 
discontinued the naming of an 
editorial committee and then 
Jehovah God became the editor? 

Answer: ( didn’t say Jehovah God 
became the editor. It was 
appreciated that Jehovah God 
really is the one who is editing 
the paper, and therefore the 
naming of an editorial 
committee was out of place. 

Question: At any rate, Jehovah God is now 
the editor of the paper, is that 
right? 

Answer: Je is today the editor of the 
paper. 

Question: How long has He been editor of 
the paper? 

Answer: Since its inception he has been 
guiding it. 

Question: Even before 1931. 

Answer: Ves, sir. 


Question: 


Answer: 


Question: 


Answer: 


Question: 


Answer: 


Why did you have an editorial 
committee up to 1931? 

Pastor Russell in his will 
specified that there should be 
such an editorial committee, and 
it was continued down till then. 
Did you find that the editorial 
committee was in conflict with 
having the journal edited by 
Jehovah God, is that it? 

No. 

Was the policy in opposition to 
what your conception of an 
editing by Jehovah God was? 
It was found on occasions that 
some of these on the editorial 
committee were preventing the 
publication of timely and vital, 
up-to-date truths and thereby 
hindering the going of those 
truths to the people of the Lord 
in His due time. 


By the Court: 


Question: 


Answer: 
Question: 


Answer: 


After that, 1931, who on earth, 
if anybody, had charge of what 
went in or did go in the 
magazine? 

Judge Rutherford. 

So he in effect was the earthly 
editor-in-chief, as he might be 
called? 

He would be the visible one to 
take care of that. 


By Mr. Bruchhausen [Moyle’s attorney]: 


Question: 


He was working as God’s 
representative or agent in 


running this magazine, is that 
right? 
Answer: Je was serving in that capacity. 


Based on the above, the content of the Watchtower is not 
only the Word of God, it is also edited by God. As revealed by the 
testimony of the Watchtower Vice President, God has merely 
allowed a human to act as His “visible” editor-in-chief. 


3. Angels Communicate Biblical Interpretation to the 
Watchtower 


Next, the Watchtower establishes that their published 
interpretation of scripture is conveyed to them by Jesus Christ 
through angels. The Watchtower explains that God is the sole 
interpreter of scripture, and God’s interpretation is passed to Jesus 
Christ, who then reveals it to the “remnant class” 4 of the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses. The following excerpts from the Watchtower magazine 
set forth the Organization’s view: 


“The claim of any individual or religious 
organization to be the interpreter of God’s 
sacred Word is false and misleading. No 
creature or organization on earth can truly 
presume to sit as the supreme tribunal of 
interpretation of the Holy Bible. 


“To such remnant of faithful servants of 
Jehovah God Christ Jesus has entrusted all 
‘his goods’, or earthly interests of the 
Kingdom. This does not signify that the 
faithful remnant or society of Jehovah’s 


4 Based on Revelation 7:4 and 14:1, the Watchtower interprets the 
“remnant class” to be comprised of anointed Jehovah’s Witnesses still 
living on earth, who are part of the 144,000 going to heaven and who 
make up the “faithful and wise servant class” (referred to in Matthew 
24:45). 

> Watchtower (July 1, 1943), p. 202, 431. 
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anointed witnesses are an earthly tribunal of 
interpretation, delegated to interpret the 
Scriptures and its prophecies. No; Christ 
Jesus the King has not entrusted that office 
to them. THE SUPREME COURT STILL 
INTERPRETS, thank God; and Christ Jesus, 
the Courts official mouthpiece of 
interpretation, reserves to himself that office 
as Head of Jehovah’s ‘faithful and wise 
servant’ class. He merely uses the ‘servant’ 
class to publish the interpretation after the 
Supreme Court by Christ Jesus reveals it” 


Essentially, Jehovah God (the “Supreme Court”) interprets 
the Bible, Jesus Christ (the Supreme Court’s “mouthpiece”) 
reveals the interpretation, and the Watchtower publishes it. Of 
course, before the Watchtower can publish God’s Word, its 
interpretation must be communicated to them, and that is 
accomplished through angels: 


“No question or doubt that Jesus Christ can 
and does direct every division of his 
organization, and that he uses holy angels to 
carry out his orders and direct the course of 
the remnant.” 


“These angels are invisible to human eyes 
and are there to carry out the orders of the 
Lord. No doubt they first hear the 
instruction which the Lord issues to his 
remnant and then these invisible messengers 
pass such instruction onto the remnant. The 
facts show that the angels of the Lord with 


° Watchtower (July 1, 1943), p. 203, 9136 (emphasis added). 


” Watchtower (September 1, 1932), p. 263. 
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him at his temple have been thus rendering 
service unto the remnant since 1919.8 


As you can see, angels are Christ’s messengers, delivering 
divine biblical interpretation and instructions to the “remnant 
class” (the Watchtower Organization). 


4. The Watchtower Organization is God’s Prophet 


Finally, and undoubtedly the most powerful source of the 
Watchtower’s authority is the assertion that their Organization is 
God’s prophet and speaks in His name: 


“So, does Jehovah have a prophet to help 
them, to warn them of dangers and to 
declare things to come? These questions 
can be answered in the AFFIRMATIVE! 
Who is this prophet? This prophet was not 
one man, but was a body of men and 
women. It was the small group of footstep 
followers of Jesus Christ, known at that time 
as International Bible Students. Today they 
are known as Jehovah’s Christian 
Witnesses”? 


“Respond to the directions of the 
organization as you would the voice of 
God”! 


As a prophet, the Watchtower has established a loyal 
membership who believe and follow the Watchtower’s direction 
without question, as if it came directly from God. 


j Rutherford, J. F. Vindication III. New York: Watchtower Bible and 
Tract Society, 1932, p. 250. 

? Watchtower (April 1, 1972), p. 197 (emphasis added). 

'° Watchtower (June 15, 1957), p. 370 (emphasis added). 
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To be sure, all four aspects of the Watchtower’s divine 
authority are essential to their ability to influence and lead the vast 
membership of Jehovah’s Witnesses, who rely exclusively on the 
information they receive from the Watchtower Organization, as 
well as Watchtower publications, for spiritual guidance. That said, 
we will now proceed to examine several significant and prophetic 
statements made by the Watchtower in light of their divine 
authority. Are they consistent with the Bible? You decide ... 
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“Test everything. 
1 Thess 5:21a (NIV) 


“Fight the good fight of faith ...” 
1 Tim 6:12a (NAS) 


“Round 1” 
THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST 


The Christian church today is waiting expectantly for the 


return of Jesus Christ, and they have been for approximately 2,000 
years. The Bible clearly tells us that Jesus will return, but it does 
not tell us when. The Watchtower, however, has a unique 
perspective concerning the return of Jesus Christ, as revealed in a 
book written by Charles Taze Russell, the founder of the 
Watchtower Organization. In the fourth volume of his The 
Millennial Dawn series (now known as Studies in the Scriptures), 
Pastor Russell made the following confident statement: 


“Our Lord, the appointed King, is now 
present, since October 1874 . . l 


In the second volume of Studies in the Scriptures, Pastor 
Russell went on to say: 


“Our Lord’s presence ... was recognized 
during the first three and a half years, from 
A.D. 1874 to A.D. 1878. .. The year A.D. 
1878, being the parallel of his assuming 
power and authority in the type, clearly 
marks the time for the actual assuming of 
power as King of kings, by our present, 
spiritual, invisible Lord ...”'? 


- 8 
1 Russell, C. T. The Battle of Armageddon. Pennsylvania: Zion’s 
Watch Tower Tract Society, 1897, p. 621. 

~ Russell, C. T. The Time Is At Hand. Pennsylvania: Zion’s Watch 
Tower Tract Society, 1891, p. 239 (emphasis added). 


In essence, Pastor Russell taught that Christ already 
returned, invisibly, in 1874. This position was also corroborated 
many times by the Watchtower in their bi-weekly publication (the 
Watchtower magazine), as demonstrated below: 


No one can properly understand the work 
of God at this present time who does not 
realize that since 1874, the time of the 
Lord’s return in power, there has been a 
complete change in God's operation.” 


“Surely there is not the slightest room for 
doubt in the mind of a truly consecrated 
child of God that the Lord Jesus is present 
and has been since 1874.”"* 


These references clearly set forth the Watchtower’s claim 
that the second coming of Christ occurred in 1874, and that Christ 
returned invisibly. However, by 1943 the Watchtower inexplicably 
revised their position and instead proclaimed that Christ returned in 
1914 (but still invisibly in heaven): 


.. Christ Jesus came to the Kingdom in 
A.D. 1914, but unseen to men. 


“So in 1914, unseen to human eyes, Christ’s 
second ‘coming’ into the kingdom took 
place. 


Could this be true? Could Jesus’ second coming already 
have occurred invisibly, either in 1874 or 1914? To test it, we must 
now look to scripture. 


'3 Watchtower (September 15, 1922), p. 278 (emphasis added). 

'4 Watchtower (January 1, 1924), p. 5 (emphasis added). 

'S The Truth Shall Make You Free. New York: Watchtower Bible and 
Tract Society, 1943, p. 300 (emphasis added). 


'6 From Paradise Lost to Paradise Regained. New York: Watchtower 
Bible and Tract Society, 1958, p. 174. 
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The first aspect to be considered is the timing of Jesus’ 
return. On this topic, the Bible is unequivocal that such 
information is not known (contrary to the Watchtower’s position): 


“But of that day or hour no one knows, not 
even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but 
the Father alone.” Mark 13:32 


The second and more significant aspect deals with the 
manner of His return. Here, we find that the Bible is very clear in 
both the Old Testament and New Testament that Jesus will return 
in a way that is visible: 


“And I will pour out on the house of David 
and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the 
Spirit of grace and supplication, so that they 


will look on Me whom they have pierced ...” 
Zechariah 12:10 (emphasis added). 


“And in that day His feet will stand on the 
Mount of Olives ...” Zechariah 14:4 
(indicating that Christ will be seen standing in 
Jerusalem on the Mount of Olives). 


“and then the sign of the Son of Man will 


appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of 
the earth will mourn, and they will see the 


SON OF MAN COMING ON THE CLOUDS 
OF THE SKY with power and great glory.” 
Matthew 24:30 (emphasis added). 


“BEHOLD, HE IS COMING WITH THE 
CLOUDS, and every eye will see Him, even 
those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of 
the earth will mourn over Him. Revelation 
1:7 (emphasis added). 


“For the Lord Himself will descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
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archangel, and with the trumpet of God; and 
the dead in Christ shall rise first.” 

| Thessalonians 4:16 (indicating that Christ's 
second coming will also be a conspicuous 
audible event). 


You will note that the verse quoted above from Matthew 24 
uses the word “appear” to describe Christ’s return. Titus 2:13, 
which also refers to the second coming, similarly uses a form of 
“appear,” as follows: “looking for the blessed hope and the 
appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus.” 
Thayer's Greek-English Lexicon“ reveals that the English word 
“appearing” is equivalent to the Greek word “epiphaneia,” which 
was often used by the Greeks to refer to “a glorious manifestation.” 
Since a manifestation involves a visible expression, these verses 
contradict the Watchtower’s position that Jesus’ return will be 
unseen. 

Further, during Jesus’ ascension to heaven after being 
resurrected, the disciples saw Him rise, and they were told by 
angels that Jesus would return in the same way: 


“And after He had said these things, He was 
lifted up while they were looking on, and a 
cloud received Him out of their sight. And 
as they were gazing intently into the sky 
while He was departing, behold, two men in 
white clothing stood beside them; and they 
also said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand 
looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has 
been taken up from you into heaven, will 


come in just the same way as you have 


watched Him go into heaven.’”'® Acts 1:9-11 
(emphasis added). 


1 hayer’s Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament. 


Massachusetts: Hendrickson, 1997, p. 245 (see Strong ’s numeric code 
2015). 
'8 All biblical references are quoted from the New American Standard 


version. 
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The original Greek word for “looking” as used in verse 11 
above means “to look in the face, fix the eyes upon, stare at.” 
Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon further translates “looking” to 
mean “turn one’s eyes on; look . !? Thus, it is clear that the 
disciples actually observed Jesus’ ascension with their eyes, and 
since the angels told the disciples that Jesus would return in the 
same way, it is unmistakable that the second coming of Jesus Christ 
will be a visible event. 

In fact, Jesus Himself told the disciples that His return 
would be so prominent and observable that everyone would 
immediately know it was happening. Thus, He reveals in Matthew 
Chapter 24 that if someone comes forward and reports that He has 
already returned, it will not be true: 


Ihen if anyone says to you, “Behold, here 
is the Christ,” or “There He_is,” do not 
believe him. For false Christs and false 
prophets will arise and will show great signs 
and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, 
even the elect. Behold, I told you in 
advance. If therefore they say to you, 
“Behold, He is in the wilderness,” do not go 
forth, or, “Behold, He is in the inner 
rooms,” do not believe them. For just as the 
lightning comes from the east, and flashes 
even to the west, so shall the coming of the 
Son of Man be. Matthew 24:23-27 
(emphasis in original). 


So could the Watchtower still be correct that Jesus already 
returned invisibly in heaven in 1874 (or 1914)? Or does the Bible 
indicate differently? 


19 
Thayer's Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament. 


Massachusetts: Hendrickson, 1997, p. 207 (see Strong s numeric code 
1680). 
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= 


Let us now turn our attention to other prophetic statements 
made by the Watchtower, which also involve the year 1914. 
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“Round 2” 


PROPHECY REGARDING 
ARMAGEDDON 


IF Revelation Chapter 16, we discover the prophecy 


regarding the Battle of Armageddon — “the final battle of this age in 
which God intervenes to destroy the armies of Satan and to cast 
Satan into the bottomless pit.“ The Battle of Armageddon will 
mark the end of man’s existence as we know it, and Satan will be 
bound for 1,000 years so that he no longer has any influence on the 
earth. This will then usher in the 1,000-year millennial reign of 
Christ. Interestingly, Pastor Charles Taze Russell and the 
Watchtower have taught that this Battle commenced in 1874. They 
have also prophetically announced that Armageddon would end in 
1914. The following selections from Pastor Russell’s book Ihe 
Time is At Hand, as well as several Watchtower magazines, reveal 
this position: 


... we consider it an established truth that 
the final end of the kingdoms of this world, 
and the full establishment of the Kingdom of 
God, will be accomplished at the end of 
A.D. 1914.2 


“The outward evidences are that the 
marshalling of the hosts for the battle of the 


n “Armageddon.” Nelson’s New Illustrated Bible Dictionary. 1995 ed. 
Russell, C. T. The Time Is At Hand. Pennsylvania: Zion’s Watch 
Tower Tract Society, 1891, p. 99. 
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great day of God Almighty, is in progress 


“... battle of the great day of God 
Almighty’ (Rev. 16:14) which will end in 
A.D. 1914 with the complete overthrow of 
earth’s present rulership, is already 
commenced.“ 


“The date of the close of that ‘battle’ is 
definitely marked in Scripture as October, 
1914. / is already in progress, its 
beginning dating from October 1874.”™4 


“We see no reason for changing the figures, 
nor could we change them if we would. 
They are. we believe, God’s dates, not ours. 
But bear in mind that the end of 1914 is not 
the date for the beginning, but for the end of 
the time of trouble. 


Is there any biblical support for the Watchtower’s prophetic 
statements about 1874 and 1914? Does the Bible reveal any 
specific dates regarding Armageddon? If we look to Revelation, 
we discover the following at Chapter 16, verses 13, 14 and 16: 


“and I saw coming out of the mouth of the 
dragon and out of the mouth of the beast 
and out of the mouth of the false prophet, 
three unclean spirits like frogs; for they are 
spirits of demons, performing signs, which 
go out to the kings of the whole world, to 


22 Zion’s Watch Tower (January 1886), p. 817. 

= Russell, C. T. The Time Is At Hand. Pennsylvania: Zion’s Watch 
Tower Tract Society, 1891, p. 101. 

*4 Zion's Watch Tower (January 15, 1892), p. 22 (emphasis added). 
25 Zion’s Watch Tower (July 15, 1894), p. 226 (italics in original, 
underline added). 
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gather them together for the war of the great 
day of God, the Almighty. ... And they 
gathered them together to the place which in 
Hebrew is called Har-Magedon. ” 


While these verses describe the events leading up to the 
Battle, God does not set forth the start date or end date. In fact, 
specific dates for this event are not found anywhere in the Bible. 
To be sure, history has established that the Battle of Armageddon 
neither began nor ended as the Watchtower predicted; and 
certainly, the millennial reign of Christ, which is to follow, has not 
commenced, 

Indeed, the Bible tells us that what God communicates 
through His true prophets always comes true without exception, 
and His words never return without results. Consider the 
following: 


“So shall My word be which goes forth from 
My mouth; It shall not return to Me empty, 
Without accomplishing what I desire, And 
without succeeding in the matter for which I 
sent it.” Isaiah 55:11 


So the question becomes: Were the Watchtower’s prophetic 
statements regarding Armageddon legitimate prophecies from God 
were they really God's dates”? 

With that in mind, we will now contemplate another 
prophecy put forth by the Watchtower regarding the return of King 
David, Moses, Gideon, Samuel, Joseph and Samson, among others. 
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“Round 3” 


THE RESURRECTION PROPHECY 


i the Gospel of John, Jesus foretells of a resurrection of 


both the righteous and unrighteous — a resurrection to life for some, 
and a resurrection to judgment for others. (John 5:28-29.) 
However, there is no mention in the Bible as to specifically what 
year this resurrection will occur. Nevertheless, the Watchtower 
has predicted a date regarding the resurrection of certain “faithful” 
persons identified in the Bible. 

After the death of Charles Taze Russell in 1916, Joseph 
“Judge” Rutherford became President of the Watchtower 
Organization. In Judge Rutherford’s book Millions Now Living 
Will Never Die, published in 1920, he prophesied that the Old 
Testament prophets and Godly men of faith, including Moses, 
Noah, King David, Samuel and more, would be resurrected on 
earth in 1925: 


“As we have heretofore stated, the great 
jubilee cycle is due to begin in 1925. At that 
time the earthly phase of the kingdom shall 
be recognized. The Apostle Paul in the 
eleventh chapter of Hebrews names a long 
list of faithful men who died before the 
crucifixion of the Lord and before the 
beginning of the selection of the church. 
These can never be a part of the heavenly 
class; they had no heavenly hopes; but God 
has in store something good for them. They 
are to be resurrected as perfect men and 
constitute the princes or rulers in the earth, 
according to his promise. (Psalm 45:16; 
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Isaiah 32:1; Matthew 8:11) Therefore we 
may confidently expect that 1925 will mark 
the return of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and the 
faithful prophets of old, particularly those 
named by the Apostle in Hebrews chapter 
eleven, fo the condition of human 
perfection.””® 


This prophecy was repeated during the next few years in 
the Watchtower magazine, as seen in the following examples: 


“Our thought is, that 1925 is definitely 
settled by the Scriptures, marking the end of 
the typical jubilees. 


“The year 1925 is a date definitely and 
clearly marked in the Scriptures, even more 
clearly than that of 1914. 


In fact, the Watchtower Organization believed so strongly 
in this prophecy that they recorded a deed of trust for a specific 
piece of real property to be held in trust by the Organization for the 
eventual use of the returning “representatives of God’s Kingdom 
on earth.” The property is known as Beth-Sarim, a large estate 
located in San Diego, California. As you can see in the certified 
copy of the Beth-Sarim deed (Appendix A), Judge Rutherford 
retained the “right to reside on said premises until the appearing of 
David or some of the other men mentioned in the Eleventh Chapter 
of Hebrews.” 

Inevitably, this unorthodox act captured a great deal of 
interest in the media. On March 31, 1930, Time magazine 
published a story that included the following: 


* Rutherford, J. F. Millions Now Living Will Never Die. New Vork: 
International Bible Students Assn, 1920, p. 89 (emphasis added). 

21 Watchtower (April 1, 1923), p. 106 (emphasis added). 

?8 Watchtower (July 15, 1924), p. 211. 


28 


“Judge Joseph Frederick Rutherford 60, 
lives in a ten room Spanish mansion, No 
4440 Braeburn Rd., San Diego, Calif. Last 
week he deeded No 4440 Braeburn Road, 
and adjacent two car garage and a pair of 
automobiles to King David, Gideon, Barak, 
Samson, Jephthae, Samuel and sundry other 
mighties of ancient Palestine. Positive is he 
that they are shortly to reappear on earth. 
Said he: I have purposely landscaped the 
place with palm and olive trees so that these 
princes of the universe will feel at home.“ 


Additionally, on March 15, 1930, the San Diego Sun 
newspaper printed an interview with Judge Rutherford, in which he 
provided even more insight into his actions: 


But how will you identify King David or 
any of the other representatives from God?’ 
Rutherford was asked. ‘I thought all that out 
before I wrote the deed,’ the judge replied 
with a twinkle in his gray eyes. ‘I realized 
the possibility of some old codger turning up 
bright and early some morning and declaring 
he was David. The men whom I have 
designated to test the identity of these men 
are officers of my societies and have 
consecrated themselves to the Lord, they 
will be divinely authorized to know 
impostors from the real princes.” 


M The Watchtower’s prophecy that several of God’s chosen 
faithful identified in the Bible would be resurrected and return to 
the earth in 1925 was both bold and resolute. Nevertheless, it did 
not come to pass, and Beth-Sarim never came to be occupied as 
intended. 

So did God make a mistake when He allowed the 
Watchtower to promulgate this prophecy? As previously pointed 
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out, the Bible is clear that what God communicates through His 
prophets always comes true. Once again, it appears that the 
Watchtower’s effectiveness as a prophet of God is in question. 
However, we will address that issue later. Meanwhile, let’s 
examine another significant Watchtower prophecy regarding the 
beginning of the 1,000 year reign of Christ referred to in the Book 
of Revelation. 
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“Round 4” 


PROPHECY REGARDING THE 
MILLENNIAL REIGN OF CHRIST 


Reese Chapter 20 speaks of a time when all man- 


ruled governments and their resultant injustices will cease to exist, 
and the devil’s ability to manipulate and control the world will be 
halted. This period, referred to as the 1,000-year or millennial 
reign of Christ, will be a long-awaited blessing to those who 
worship our Lord in heaven. And while the Bible describes this 
event in some detail, God does not tell us exactly when Christ will 
begin His reign. Notwithstanding, the Watchtower has prophesied 
that the millennial reign was to begin in the year 1975. This 
prediction was based on a detailed chronology of biblical and 
historical events (see Appendix B”), and was articulated as 
follows: 


“According to this trustworthy Bible 
chronology six thousand years from man’s 
creation will end in 1975, and the seventh 
period of a thousand years of human history 
will begin in the fall of 1975 C.E. ... 


. It would not be by mere chance or 
accident but would be according to the 
loving purpose of Jehovah God for the reign 
of Jesus Christ, the ‘Lord of the Sabbath,’ to 


* Life Everlasting in Freedom of The Sons Of God. New Vork: Watch 


Tower Bible & Tract Society, 1966, pp. 31-35. 
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run parallel with the seventh millennium of 
man’s existence. 


“In what year, then, would the first 6,000 
years of man’s existence and also the first 
6,000 years of God’s rest day come to an 
end? The year 1975.8 


This prophetic declaration was also the subject of a public 
address presented to thousands of Jehovah’s Witnesses at their 
1967 convention. The following is a brief but emotional segment 
from that speech, which was delivered by Charles Sunutko, one of 
the District Overseers (high ranking traveling servant of the 
Organization): 


“There’s only one thing that’s going to 
count when that time comes, and that’s that 
we are inside. And we hope that all of us 
here tonight are going to listen to the 


“Are we to assume from this study that the 
battle of Armageddon will be all over by the 
autumn of 1975, and the long-looked-for 
thousand-year reign of Christ will begin by 
then? Possibly . Jt may involve only a 
difference of weeks or months, not years”? 


“There are only about ninety months (7 and 
1/2 years) left before 6,000 years of man’s 
existence on earth is completed ... The 
majority of people living today will 
probably be alive when Armageddon breaks 
out.” 


“Do not pursue higher education. There is 
very little time lefi! Make pioneer service, 
the full-time ministry with the possibility of 
Bethel or missionary service, your goal.“ 


The Watchtower’s proclamations regarding the significance 
of 1975 were so persuasive that their members also responded in 
dramatic fashion: 


society’s imploring. We’re going to listen to 
their agonizing entreaty, ‘Brothers get in,’ 
because they know what’s coming! And it’s 


coming fast. And don’t wait till ‘75. The 
door is going to be shut before then ... 


“So, what are we going to do now with our 
future? As one brother put it, ‘stay alive to 
75. 9932 


“In view of the short time left, a decision to 
pursue a career in this system of things is 
not only unwise but extremely dangerous.... 
Many young brothers and sisters were 
offered scholarships or employment that 


promised fine pay. However, they turned 
For several years, the Watchtower continued to emphasize them down and put spiritual interest first. s 


the implications regarding 1975, as demonstrated below: 


P ĩÄ ee a 
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Tower Bible & Tract Society, 1966, pp. 29-30 (emphasis added). baptized Jehovah’s Witnesses. ] 
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Awake (October 8, 1966), p. 19 (emphasis added). H Watchtower (March 15, 1969), p. 171 (emphasis added). 


* WWW. freeminds. org/history / sunutko (emphasis added). Qur Kingdom Ministry (June 1969), p. 3 (emphasis added). 
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“Yes, the end of this system is so very near! 
Is that not reason to increase our activity? 
Reports are heard of brothers selling their 
homes and property and planning to finish 
out the rest of their days in this old system in 
the pioneer service. Certainly this is a fine 
way to spend the short time remaining 
before the wicked world’s end. 


l‘inally, the Watchtower’s confidence in the 1975 prophecy 
is evidenced by their directive to Jehovah’s Witnesses to disregard 
the words of Jesus in Matthew 24:36: 


“One thing is absolutely certain, Bible 
chronology reinforced with fulfilled Bible 
prophecy shows that six thousand years of 
man’s existence will soon be up, yes, within 
this generation! (Matt. 24:34) This is, 
therefore, no time to be indifferent and 
complacent. This is not the time to be toying 
with the words of Jesus that ‘concerning 
that day and hour nobody knows, neither the 
angels of the heavens nor the Son, but only 
the Father.’ To the Contrary, it is a time 
when one should be keenly aware that the 
end of this system of things is rapidly 
coming to its violent end. Make no mistake 
it is sufficient that the Father himself knows 
both the ‘day and hour!’**® 


The Watchtower has certainly displayed great passion 
concerning 1975, but is their prediction linking 1975 to the start of 
Christ’s 1,000-year reign a legitimate prophecy according to the 
Bible? 


37 Our Kingdom Ministry (May 1974), p. 3 (emphasis added). 


38 Franz, Raymond. Crisis of Conscience. Atlanta: Commentary Press, 
2002, p. 246, quoting Watchtower (August 15, 1968) (emphasis added). 
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At the outset, we know that the predicted event did not, in 
fact, occur in 1975. However, for purposes of testing the prophetic 
validity of the statement, we must look to God’s Word. Of course, 
the supreme authority on this issue is Jesus Christ. Here is what 
He said about His own return: 


“For this reason you be ready too; for the 
Son of Man is coming at an hour when you 
do not think He will.” Matthew 24:44 


Needless to say, the Bible is patently clear that we are to 
listen to what Jesus says: 


“... a bright cloud overshadowed them; and 
behold, a voice out of the cloud, saying 
“This is My beloved Son, with whom I am 
well pleased; listen to Him!” Matthew 17:5 
(emphasis added) (God speaking to Peter about 
Jesus during the transfiguration of Moses and 
Elijah). 


In light of these scriptures, do you believe God revealed 
special knowledge to the Watchtower regarding the year 1975? 
Further, considering God’s mandate that we listen to His Son, do 
you believe God would allow His true prophet to belittle the words 
of Jesus by essentially telling us to ignore what Jesus said? 

As you reflect on the above, let’s move ahead and focus on 
a remarkable source of prophetic dates discovered and relied upon 
by the founder of the Watchtower. 
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“Round 5” 
THE “STONE” OF GOD 


“The testimony of God’s stone witness and 
prophet, the great pyramid in Egypt. ”” 


One of the most fascinating aspects of Watchtower 


prophecy concerns their reliance on so-called secret messages 
found inside ancient Egyptian pyramids. Pastor Charles Taze 
Russell, the Watchtower’s founder, announced in the late 1900s 
that God hid secret messages of future events inside the walls of 
such pyramids, and in particular, within The Great Pyramid of 
Gizeh. Some of the messages discovered by Pastor Russell 
through his study of the pyramids (also known as pyramidology), 
include the following: 


“While every feature of the Great Pyramid’s 
teaching is important and of interest, our 
greatest interest centers in its silent but 
eloquent symbolism of the plan of God — the 
Plan of the Ages. 


.. the very stones of this Great Pyramid of 
Testimony are crying out in no uncertain 
tones. Every inch of this massive structure 


= Russell, C. T. Thy Kingdom Come. Pennsylvania: Zion’s Watch 
Tower Tract Society, 1891 (Ist ed.), p. 313. 

Russell, C. T. Thy Kingdom Come. Pennsylvania: Zion’s Watch 
Tower Tract Society, 1891 (Ist ed.), p. 328 (emphasis added). 
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is eloquently proclaiming the wisdom and 
power and grace of our God.“ 


the outline drawings of God's great plan 
have stood for four thousand years, prepared 
to give their testimony at the time appointed. 
in corroboration of the similarly revealed, 
but for ages hidden, testimony of the sure 
Word of Prophecy. The testimony of this 
Witness to the Lord in the land of Egypt,’ 
like that of the written Word, points with 
solemn and unerring precision ...” 


“The Descending Passage, from the 
entrance of the Great Pyramid, leading to the 
‘Pit’ of ‘Subterranean Chamber,’ represents 
the course of the world in general (under the 
prince of this world), into the great time of 
trouble (the Pit'), in which evil shall be 
brought to an end. The measuring of this 
period and determining when the pit of 
trouble shall be reached are easy enough if 
we have a definite date — a point in the 
Pyramid from which to start. We have this 
date-mark in the junction of the ‘First 
Ascending Passage’ with the ‘Grand 
Gallery.’ That point marks the birth of our 


Notably, in his 1891 book Thy Kingdom Come, Pastor 
Russell also disclosed a divine and prophetic revelation he 
obtained from the pyramids. Obscured for centuries, this divine 
message was apparently revealed by God through Pastor Russell, 
who was to be God’s instrument for delivering its interpretation. 
This revelation was so profound that Pastor Russell referred to it as 
“the testimony of God’s stone Witness and prophet, the great 
pyramid in Egypt.” The following is an excerpt of the prophetic 
revelation, in which Pastor Russell interpreted that the Pyramid of 
Gizeh established 1874 to be a year of great significance: 


Lord Jesus, as the ‘Well,’ 33 inches farther 
on, indicates his death. So, then, if we 
measure backward down the ‘First 
Ascending Passage’ to its junction with the 
‘Entrance Passage,’ we shall have a fixed 
date to mark upon the downward passage. 
This measure is 1542 inches, and indicates 
the year B.C. 1542, as the date at that point. 
Then measuring down the ‘Entrance 
Passage’ from that point, to find the distance 
to the entrance of the ‘Pit,’ representing the 
great trouble and destruction with which this 
age is to close, when evil will be overthrown 
from power, we find it to be 3416 inches, 
symbolizing 3416 years from the above 
date, B.C. 1542. This calculation shows 
A.D. 1874 as marking the beginning of the 
period of trouble; for 1542 years B.C. plus 
1874 years A.D. equals 3416 years. Thus 
the Pyramid witnesses that the close of 1874 
was the chronological beginning of the time 
of trouble such as was not since there was a 
nation — no, nor ever shall be afterward. 
And thus it will be noted that this ‘Witness’ 


“The Scriptural time-proofs which we have 
considered show that this trouble was due to 
date from the time of Christ’s second advent 
(October, 1874), when the judging of the 
nations would commence, under the 
enlightening influences of the Day of the 
Lord. This is shown in the Great Pyramid 
thus: 


* Russell, C. T. Thy Kingdom Come. Pennsylvania: Zion’s Watch 
Tower Tract Society, 1891 (Ist ed.), p. 376. 

Russell, C. T. Thy Kingdom Come. Pennsylvania: Zion’s Watch 
Tower Tract Society, 1891 (Ist ed.), p. 376 (emphasis added). 
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fully corroborates the Bible testimony on 
this subject.. jg 


However, in the 1911 edition of the same book, Pastor 
Russell introduced a different conclusion regarding the year that 
was to mark the “beginning of the time of trouble” (i.e., the Great 
Tribulation). As you can see in the revised passage below (with 
the changes noted in bold), it appears that Pastor Russell’ s 
conclusion was altered based upon a revised measurement within 
the pyramid. The significant year is now revealed to be 1914 
rather than 1874: 


“Then measuring down the ‘Entrance 
Passage’ from that point, to find the distance 
to the entrance of the ‘Pit,’ representing the 
great trouble and destruction with which this 
age is to close, when evil will be overthrown 
from power, we find it to be 3457 inches, 
symbolizing 3457 years from the above 
date, B.C. 1542. This calculation shows 
A.D. 1915 as marking the beginning of the 
period of trouble; for 1542 years B.C. plus 
1915 years A.D. equals 3457 years. Thus 
the Pyramid witnesses that the close of 1914 
will be the beginning of the time of trouble 
such as was not since there was a nation -- 
no, nor ever shall be afterward.. Tsi 


Oddly, the change in measurement, which considerably 
affected the core of Pastor Russell’s prophetic proclamation, is not 
explained. What prompted the change? Did the pyramid grow? 
Did Pastor Russell misinterpret the secret message of “God’s Stone 
Witness?” Or were the pyramid dimensions simply miscalculated, 
and if so, what compelled him to re-measure the pyramid? 


43 Russell, C. T. Thy Kingdom Come. Pennsylvania: Zion’s Watch 
Tower Tract Society, 1891 (Ist ed.), pp. 341-342 (emphasis added). 
4 Russell, C. T. Thy Kingdom Come. Pennsylvania: Zion’s Watch 
Tower Tract Society, 1911, p. 342. 
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Whatever the reason, the year 1914 has always been a conspicuous 
date throughout Watchtower doctrine. 

It is also interesting to note that Pastor Russell's belief in 
pyramidology was apparently so important to him that a sizeable 
pyramid-shaped monument was erected at his gravesite. 
Photographs of the headstone and pyramid structure exhibited at 
Pastor Russell’s final resting place can be viewed at the following 
website: www.a2z.org/wtarchive/docs/Russell_ Grave Pittsburgh 
Pennsylvania. pdf. 7 y 7 

As it turns out, the Watchtower continued to teach 
pyramidology with great enthusiasm in the years following Pastor 
Russell’s death in 1916, as demonstrated in the following excerpts 
from Watchtower magazines: 


“In the passages of the great pyramid of 
Gizeh the agreement of one or two 
measurements with present chronology 
might be accidental, but the correspondency 
of dozens of measurements proves the same 
God designed both pyramid and plan ...”*° 


“The great pyramid of Egypt, standing as a 
silent and inanimate witness of the Lord, is a 
messenger; and its testimony speaks with 
great eloquence concerning the divine 
plan. 


ö But what is the world view” of pyramidology? Where did 
it come from, and how is it perceived today? Who uses it and 
why? And most importantly, what is God’s view on the subject? 
According to Wikipedia, the popular online encyclopedia: 


“Occultism is the study of occult or hidden 
wisdom. To the occultist it is the study of 
‘Truth,’ a deeper truth that exists beneath the 


45 
Watchtower (June 15, 1922), p. 187. 


46 
Watchtower (May 15, 1925), p. 148 (emphasis added). 
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surface: ‘The truth is always hidden in plain 
sight.’ It can involve such subjects as magic 
„ alchemy, extra-sensory perception, 
astrology, spiritualism and numerology. 
There is often a strong religious element to 
these studies and beliefs, and many 
occultists profess adherence to religions 
such as Gnosticism, Hermeticism, 
Luciferianism, Thelema, and Neopaganism. 
While Christianity, Judaism, Hinduism, 
Buddhism, and Islam are generally not 
considered occult, some of their modern 
interpretations can be, as the interpretation 
of Hinduism within Theosophy or the 
various occult interpretations of Jewish 
Kabbalah.” 


Even more to the point, the Encyclopedia of Occultism and 


Parapsychology states: 
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“There has been speculation by occultists 
about the pyramid structures of ancient 


civilizations ... the uniqueness of pyramid 
construction and shape is thought to have 
some occult significance . Occult 


speculations regarding the Great Pyramid 
have arisen mainly around its constructions, 
dimensions and possible use ... The 
pyramidology cults which ascribe occult 
significance to the dimensions and 
measurements of the Great Pyramid date 
back to the 1830’s ... mathematician John 
Taylor and Scottish astronomer Charles 
Piazza [sic] Smith claimed that the pyramid 
embodied divine revelations and prophecy, 
calculated from its measurements ... It was 
from Smyth’s calculations that Charles Taze 
Russell, founder of the sect of Jehovah’s 


Witnesses, based his own prophecy of the 
second coming of Christ.. 


Evidently, occultists are clearly aligned with the teachings 
of pyramidology. In fact, the word “occult” comes from the Latin 
“occultare,” which means conceal or hidden, and the occultists’ 
motivation is their fascination with the supernatural. Thus, 
pyramidology is generally perceived to be occultic in nature. 

But what about God’s view? Without a doubt, the Bible 
condemns the occult. According to the scriptures, the use of 
mediums for advice or seeing into the future is forbidden: 


“Do not turn to mediums or spiritists; do not 
seek them out to be defiled by them. I am 
the Lord.” Leviticus 19:31 


“There shall not be found among you 
anyone who makes his son or his daughter 
pass through the fire, one who uses 
divination, one who practices witchcraft, or 
one who interprets omens, or a sorcerer, or 
one who casts a spell, or a medium, or a 
spiritist, or one who calls up the dead.” 
Deuteronomy 18:10-11 


“Now a man or a woman who is a medium 
or a spiritist shall surely be put to death. 
They shall be stoned with stones, their 
bloodguiltiness is upon them.” Leviticus 
20:27 


Historically, the Egyptians were a pagan nation that 
worshipped many idols and so-called gods (the Almighty God not 
among them). Consequently, it is unthinkable that God would 
utilize the Egyptians and their pyramids for the safekeeping of holy 
prophecy. 


47 ; 
Encyclopedia of Occultism and Parapsychology (3rd ed.), pp. 1107- 


1108 (emphasis added). 
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Does this mean Pastor Russell fabricated the divine 
revelation he attributed to the Great Pyramid, or was he possibly 
using a different supernatural power to interpret the so-called 
hidden messages? As it happens, the Watchtower answered this 
question in 1928 when they denounced pyramidology, stating: 


“It is more reasonable to conclude that the 
great pyramid of Gizeh, as well as the other 
pyramids thereabouts, also the sphinx, were 
built by the rulers of Egypt and under the 
directions of Satan the Devil ... Then Satan 
put his knowledge in dead stone, which may 
be called Satan’s Bible, and not God's stone 
witness ...°"% 


Hence, the Watchtower effectively abandoned the pyramid- 
based messages and prophecies that they had been teaching as 
divine truth for more than 30 years. Or did they? As discussed in 
Round “1,” the year 1914 is still part of Watchtower teaching 
today, and although the significance of 1914 has changed, it 
nevertheless became a foundational cornerstone of Watchtower 
doctrine. This of course begs the question: If the messages and 
prophecies discovered in the pyramids are now said to come from 
“Satan’s Bible,” should the year 1914 have any legitimate place in 
Christian theology? 

While you ponder this, we will move on to another 
Watchtower prophecy involving 1914 ... more specifically, God’s 
special promise to that generation. 


48 Watchtower (November 15, 1928), p. 344 (emphasis added). 
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“Round 6” 
THE GENERATION 


“1914 - The Generation That Will Not Pass Aud.“ 


W e have been living in the Church Age for 


approximately 2,000 years, and during this time, we have waited 
with great anticipation for the Rapture and the second coming of 
Christ. So it is not surprising that we are both eager and curious to 
know when the second coming will actually take place. Likewise 

the disciples wanted to know when this blessed event would echt, 
so they approached Jesus while He was sitting on the Mount of 
Olives and asked: 


“Tell us, when will these things be, and what 
will be the sign of Your coming, and of the 
end of the age?” Matthew 24:3 


l Christ responded with a lengthy account of the prophetic 
signs that would precede His second coming. Alas, however, He 


did not reveal a specific date. Instead, He concluded with the 
following remark: 


“Now learn the parable from the fig tree; 
when its branch has already become tender, 
and puts forth leaves, you know that summer 
is near; even so you too, when you see all 
these things, recognize that He is near, right 
at the door. Truly I say to you, this 


49 
Watchtower (May 15, 1984), cover page. 
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generation will not pass away until all these 
things take place.” Matthew 24:32-34 


What did Jesus mean by this statement, and what is the 
significance of the “generation” He refers to? For some insight, 
consider the following commentary by Spiros Zodhiates, Ph.D, a 
Greek scholar and Doctor of Theology: 


“In general, Jesus taught that the generation 
that ‘see[s] all these things’ ... will not pass 
away without witnessing the completion of 
all the events prophesied. All these things’ 
were typically fulfilled in the forty years 
from A.D. 30 to 70 when Jerusalem was 
destroyed. Jerusalem’s destruction was a 
sign for believers to prepare for the rapture 
of His church and parousia. Typical 
fulfillment of prophecy enhances imminence 
— the nearness of the Lord’s return. ... The 
parable of the fig tree helps us realize how 
rapidly the events predicted will take 
place.“ b 


The Watchtower, however, has gone even further with the 
interpretation of this scripture. As we know from Round “1,” the 
Watchtower believes that Christ returned invisibly in 1914. As 
such, they infer that the generation of 1914 is the “generation” 
referred to in Matthew 24:34, and therefore, it is the intended 
beneficiary of God's promise that is generation will not pass 
away until all these things take place.” 


“And, very important for us, it was foretold 
that such final results would take place 


a Zodhiates, Spiros. Exegetical Commentary on Matthew. Tennessee: 
AMG Publishers, 2006, p. 412. 
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within the lifetime of just one generation, the 
generation that was alive in 1914.°>! 


“Hence our generation is the generation that 
will see the start and finish of all these 
things, including Armageddon.“ 


Accordingly, the Watchtower has proclaimed that the 
generation of 1914 will live to see all of the end times prophecies 
fulfilled (and will, therefore, walk right into the millennial reign of 
Christ). In fact, Watchtower Vice President, Fred W. Franz, 
revealed the significance of the “generation” when he was again on 
the witness stand. This time he was testifying in the Scottish case 
of Douglas Walsh vs. The Right Honorable James Latham Clyde, 
M.P.C., et al., during which the Watchtower tried to establish that 
Jehovah’s Witnesses were a “religion” with “ministers” and should 
be exempt from military recruitment in Scotland. At page 17 of 
the trial testimony, Mr. Franz explained: 


Question: Is there, in view of the final 
arrival of Armageddon, any 
urgency in the need to preach 
the gospel of the kingdom 
throughout all the world unto all 
nations? 

Answer: Les. We believe that the battle 
of Armageddon will arrive 
within the generation that began 
witnessing the events of 1914 
and still continue witnessing the 
evidences of the fact that we are 
living in the time of the end of 
this world and the time of the 
presence of this established 
kingdom of God. Jesus said that 


5! Awake (October 8, 1973) (emphasis added). 
°? Watchtower (June 1, 1951), p. 335 (emphasis added). 
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“All these things shall come to 
pass within this generation.” 


So how long is a generation in this context? In the same 
1954 trial, Fred Franz testified as follows, at page 149 of the trial 
transcript: 


Question: What span of time is a 
generation? 

Answer: We cannot be sure, it is the 
generation which began to 
witness the events of 1914. 

Question You mean the human 
generation? 

Answer: Les. 

Question: Are you using generation in the 
sense of the lifetime of the 
individual? 

Answer: The lifetime of an individual. 
For instance, I witnessed the 
events of 1914. And I am still 
alive today, and hope to carry 
on. 


[Emphasis added.] 


Thus, the Watchtower defines the length of a generation to 
be the lifetime of an individual, and further defines the specific 
“generation” referred to by Jesus as those “which began to witness 
the events of 1914.” Nevertheless, in 1966, the Watchtower 
modified their description of “this generation” to instead state that 
it represents “those who saw with understanding.” Notice this 
below: 


“It is to be carefully noted that the youngest 
of those who saw with understanding the 
developing sign of the end of this system of 
things from its start in 1914 are now well 
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over sixty years of age! In fact, the greater 
part of the adult generation that experienced 
the start of the ‘last days’ already passed 
away in death... The time left, then, is 
definitely limited, and it is very short.”® 


“Jesus was obviously speaking about those 
who were old enough to witness with 
understanding what took place when the 
‘last days’ began. Jesus was saying that 
some of those persons who were alive at the 
appearance of the ‘sign of the last days’ 
would still be alive when God brought this 
system to its end. Even if we presume that 
youngsters 15 years of age would be 
perceptive enough to realize the import of 
what happened in 1914, it would still make 
the youngest of ‘this generation’ nearly 70 
years old today. So the great majority of the 
generation to which Jesus was referring has 
already passed away in death. The 
remaining ones are approaching old age. 
And remember, Jesus said that the end of 
this wicked world would come before that 
generation passed away in death. This, of 
itself, tells us that the years left before the 
foretold end comes cannot be many.“ 


It is noteworthy, however, that as of 1995, the Watchtower 
has completely abandoned their reference to 1914 in their 
characterization of “this generation” (as referred to in Matthew 
24:34), and now suggest a much broader interpretation. Their 
current position is that the “generation” signifies those who “see 
the sign of Jesus’ second coming but fail to mend their ways”: 


5 Awake (October 8, 1966), p. 18 (emphasis added). 
54 Awake (October 8, 1968), pp. 13-14 (emphasis added). 
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“Eager to see the end of this evil system, 
Jehovah’s people have at times speculated 
about the time when the ‘great tribulation’ 
would break out, even tying this to 
calculations of what is the lifetime of a 
generation since 1914.... Is anything to be 
gained, then, by looking for dates or by 
speculating about the literal lifetime of a 
generation? Far from it .... Therefore, in 
the final fulfillment of Jesus’ prophecy 
today, ‘this generation’ apparently refers to 
the peoples of earth who see the sign of 
Christ’s presence but fail to mend their 
ways.” 3 


The 1995 change in the Watchtower’s teaching is further 
evidenced by the modified mission statement set forth at the end of 
the Awake magazine, a Watchtower publication. Until October 22, 
1995, the Awake read: 


“Why Awake Is Published. Most 
important, this magazine builds confidence 
in the Creator’s promise of a peaceful and 
secure new world before the generation that 
saw the events of 1914 passes away. 255 


Now, the last sentence of the Awake makes no mention of 
1914, simply stating: 


Most important, this magazine builds 
confidence in the Creator’s promise of a 
peaceful and secure new world that is about 


= Franz, Raymond. Crisis of Conscience. Atlanta: Commentary Press, 
2002, p. 270, quoting Watchtower (November 1, 1995) at p. 17 
(emphasis added). 

4 Franz, Raymond. Crisis of Conscience. Atlanta: Commentary Press, 
2002, p. 268, quoting Awake (October 22, 1995) (emphasis added). 
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to replace the present wicked, lawless 
system of things.“ 


To be sure, the Watchtower’s current position regarding the 
“generation” in Matthew 24:34 is one that developed through a 
series of revised interpretations, from initially signifying “the 
lifetime” of the generation alive in 1914, to those “who began to 
witness the events of 1914,” to “those who saw with understanding 
what began in 1914,” and finally to “those who see the signs of 
Jesus’ second coming but fail to mend their ways” (with no 
reference to 1914). This evolving interpretation raises some 
interesting questions ... 


According to the Bible: 


“Surely the Lord God does nothing Unless 
He reveals His secret counsel To His 
servants the prophets.” Amos 3:7 


“So shall My word be which goes forth from 
My mouth; It shall not return to Me empty, 
Without accomplishing what I desire, And 
without succeeding in the matter for which I 
sent it.” Isaiah 55:11 


In light of the above scriptures, is there anything in the 
Bible to support the Watchtower’s claim that God promised 
something to the generation of 1914? If so, why did the 
Watchtower keep changing the essence of that promise to the point 
that the recipient generation was no longer affiliated with the year 
1914? Since we know that God is not capricious or arbitrary, why 
would the Watchtower keep revising what they called “the 
Creator’s promise”? One inescapable conclusion, of course, is the 
possibility that the Watchtower is not a genuine prophet. As we 


ne Franz, Raymond. Crisis of Conscience. Atlanta: Commentary Press, 
2002, p. 268, quoting Awake (November 8, 1995). 


51 


know, God denounces false prophets who prophesy without His 
authority: 


“I did not send these prophets, But they ran. 
I did not speak to them, But they 
prophesied.” Jeremiah 23:21 (emphasis in 
original). 


This brings us to the fundamental question already alluded 
to several times in this book ... is the Watchtower, in fact, a true 
prophet, speaking with God’s authority? 
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“Round 7” 


THE WATCHTOWER IS 
GOD’S PROPHET 


l 1 Corinthians, Chapter 14, we are told that God blesses 


some people with the spiritual gift of prophecy in order to 
accomplish His will. And in fact, the Bible chronicles many 
instances of people being used by God to foretell future events. 
However, even today, thousands of years after the Bible was 
written, some still claim that God has more to reveal and that they 
have been chosen as His instrument for that purpose. Indeed, the 
Watchtower Organization is one that makes such a claim. 
Accordingly, in this final round between the Watchtower and the 
Bible, we will focus on the crucial foundational basis for the 
Watchtower’s authority over their followers — specifically, their 
powerful contention that they speak in God’s name, as His prophet. 

Over the years, the Watchtower has expounded many 
prophecies and has repeatedly declared its divine authority as 
God’s prophet, stating for example: 


“Respond to the directions of the 
organization as you would the voice of 
God. 


Failure to respond to the direction of the 
organization indicates a rejection of Divine 
rulership.“ 9 


58 Watchtower (June 15, 1957), p. 370 (emphasis added). 


°° Watchtower (February 15, 1976), p. 124. 
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“The truths I present as Gods 
mouthpiece.” 


“The Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society 
is the greatest corporation in the world, 
because from the time of its organization 
until now the Lord has used it as His 
channel through which to make known the 
glad tidings ...”°! 


“God uses The Watchtower to communicate 

to his people; it does not consist of men’s 
— 2 2 

opinions.“ ““ 


... come to Jehovah’s organization for 
salvation . 


“Whom has God actually used as His 
prophet? ... Jehovah’s witnesses are deeply 
grateful today that the plain facts show that 
God has been pleased to use them.” ™ 


“So, does Jehovah have a prophet to help 
them, to warn them of dangers and to 
declare things to come? ... These questions 
can be answered in the affirmative. Who is 
this prophet? ... This ‘prophet’ was not one 
man, but was a body of men and women. It 
was the small group of footstep followers of 
Jesus Christ, known at that time as 


°° Watchtower (July 15, 1906), p. 3821 (emphasis added). 

6l Watchtower (January 15, 1917), p. 6033 (emphasis added). 
°° Watchtower (January J. 1942), p. 5. 

°3 Watchtower (November 15, 1981), p. 21 (emphasis added). 


° Watchtower (January 15, 1959), pp. 40-41 (emphasis added). 
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International Bible Students. Today they are 
known as Jehovah’s Christian Witnesses.” 


The above statements unequivocally establish 
Watchtower’s profound standpoint that they are a prophet of God. 
But does the Bible support this conclusion? What is a true prophet 
according to the Bible? In Deuteronomy, God sets forth His 
definition of a prophet, as follows: 


“I will raise up a prophet from among their 
countrymen like you, and I will put My 
words in his mouth, and he shall speak to 
them all that I command him. And it shall 
come about that whoever will not listen to 
My words which he shall speak in My name, 
I Myself will require it of him. But the 
prophet who shall speak a word 
presumptuously in My name which I have 
not commanded him to speak, or which he 
shall speak in the name of other gods, that 
prophet shall die. And you may say in your 
heart, ‘How shall we know the word which 
the Lord has not spoken?’ When a prophet 
speaks in the name of the Lord, if the thing 
does not come about or come true, that is 
the thing which the Lord has hol spoken. 


The prophet has spoken it presumptuously; 
you shall not be afraid of him.” 


Deuteronomy 18:18-22 (emphasis added). 


°° Watchtower (April 1, 1972), p. 197 (emphasis added). 


the 


According to God’s own words, everything that a true 
prophet proclaims in His name will actually come to pass. 
Conversely, if the prophet’s statements do not come true, then he 
does not speak in God’s name and is a false prophet. 
God's method of distinguishing false prophets is similarly 
described by the Watchtower in their own publication: 


Indeed, 
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“Jehovah God is the Grand identifier of his 
true messengers. He identifies them by 
making the messages he delivers through 
them come true. Jehovah is also the great 
exposer of false messengers. How does he 
expose them? He frustrates their signs and 
predictions. In this way he shows that they 
are self-appointed prognosticators, whose 
messages really spring from their own false 
reasoning — yes, their foolish, fleshly 
thinking!” 


As we know from the Bible, it is our responsibility to test 
all things, including the legitimacy of self-proclaimed prophets: 


“Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test 
the spirits to see whether they are from God; 
because many false prophets have gone out 
into the world.” 1 John 4:1 


“But even though we, or an angel from 
heaven, should preach to you a gospel 
contrary to that which we have preached to 
you, let him be accursed.” Galatians 1:8 


So the ultimate question for our consideration is this: 
Does the Watchtower pass God’s prophet test? 


As stated above, the biblical standard presented in 
Deuteronomy requires that everything a true prophet proclaims in 
God’s name must come to pass. So it stands to reason that if just 
one of the Watchtower’s prophecies over the years did not come 
true, then the Watchtower would be considered a false prophet. 
With that in mind, let us start by reviewing the Watchtower 
prophecies already discussed in earlier “Rounds”: 


°° Watchtower (May 1, 1997), p. 8 (emphasis added). 
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#1: 


#2: 


According to the Watchtower, the Battle of 
Armageddon referred to in Revelation 16 — the 
ultimate battle between good and evil — began in 1874 
and would end in 1914: 


“The date of the close of that ‘battle’ 
is definitely marked in Scripture as 
October, 1914. It is already in 
progress, its beginning dating from 
October 1874.”° 


However, this decisive encounter, which will mark 
the end of the world as we know it, has obviously not 
taken place yet. 


The Watchtower has prophesied that the Old 
Testament prophets and men of faith would be 
resurrected on earth in 1925: 


“The Apostle Paul in the eleventh 
chapter of Hebrews names a long list 
of faithful men who died before the 
crucifixion of the Lord and before 
the beginning of the selection of the 
church. These can never be a part of 
the heavenly class; they had no 
heavenly hopes; but God has in store 
something good for them. They are 
to be resurrected as perfect men and 
constitute the princes or rulers in the 
earth, according to his promise. 
(Citations.) Therefore we may 
confidently expect that 1925 will 
mark the return of Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob and the faithful prophets of 


61 Zion's Watch Tower (January 15, 1892), p. 1355. 
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old, particularly those named by the 
Apostle in Hebrews chapter eleven, 
to the condition of human 
perfection ”® 


Of course, there is no evidence that such resurrections 
occurred. In fact, Beth-Sarim, the property held in 
trust by the Watchtower Organization specifically for 
the eventual use of these returning Godly men was 
never so occupied. 


#3: The Watchtower foretold that the 1,000 year reign of 
Christ, which follows the Battle of Armageddon, 
would begin in 1975: 


“According to this trustworthy Bible 
chronology six thousand years from 
man’s creation will end in 1975, and 
the seventh period of a thousand 
years of human history will begin in 
the fall of 1975 C. E. 


... It would not be by mere chance or 
accident but would be according to 
the loving purpose of Jehovah God 
for the reign of Jesus Christ, the 
‘Lord of the Sabbath,’ to run parallel 
with the seventh millennium of man’s 
existence. 


Again, as mentioned above, we know that 
Armageddon has not yet taken place. Therefore, the 
period of Christ's reign referenced in Revelation 20 


e Rutherford, J. F. Millions Now Living Will Never Die. New York: 
International Bible Students Assn, 1920, p. 89 (emphasis added). 


62 Life Everlasting in Freedom of The Sons Of God. New York: Watch 
Tower Bible & Tract Society, 1966, pp. 29-30 (emphasis added). 
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obviously did not begin in 1975 and, for that matter, 
still has not begun. 


#4: The Watchtower has proclaimed that God made a 
special promise in Matthew 24:34 to the “generation” 
of 1914, i.e., that they would live to see all of the end 
times prophecies fulfilled: 


“And, very important for us, it was 
foretold that such final results would 
take place within the lifetime of just 
one generation, the generation that 
was alive in 197 4. 


However, the generation of 1914 has now essentially 
passed away without receiving the blessing of this 
divine promise. Apparently, even the Watchtower 
anticipated the likelihood that their prediction would 
not come true, because they repeatedly revised this 
prophetic statement as time went by, eventually 
deleting all reference to 1914 in connection with the 
“generation.” 


In examining just four examples of Watchtower prophecy, 
we see that not even one was actually true. Certainly, this proves 
that the Watchtower cannot and does not pass God’s prophet test. 

Moreover, and perhaps just as damaging, is sworn 
testimony by two high-ranking representatives of the Watchtower 
Organization, who attempted unsuccessfully to minimize the 
Watchtower’s poor track record as a “prophet.” First, consider the 
testimony of Watchtower Vice President Fred Franz, taken from 
the trial transcript of the Scottish case Douglas Walsh vs. The Right 
Honorable James Latham Clyde, M.P.C., et al. (referenced 
previously), in which he concedes that Jehovah’s Witnesses had 
been following erroneous teachings by the Watchtower: 


70 Awake (October 8, 1973), p. 19 (emphasis added). 
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Question: So that what is published as the 
truth today by the Society may 
have to be admitted to be wrong 
in a few years? 

Answer: Wie have to wait and see. 

Question: And in the meantime the body 
of Jehovah’s Witnesses have 
been following error? 

Answer: They have been following a mis- 
construction of the Scriptures. 

Question: Error? 

Answer. Well, error. 

[Emphasis added.] 


Answer: That was the publication of a 
false prophecy, it was a false 
statement or an erroneous 
statement in fulfillment of a 
prophecy that was false or 
erroneous. 

Question: And that had to be believed by 
the whole of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses? 

Answer: Ves, because you must 
understand, we must have unity, 
we cannot have disunity with a 
lot of people going every way, 
an army is supposed to march in 
step. 


Even more noteworthy is the testimony of Hayden C. 
Covington, former lawyer for the Watchtower Society. During the 
same Scottish trial (at pages 345-348), he admits that the 
Watchtower has published false prophecy: 


Question: Is it not vital to speak the truth 
on religious matters? 

Answer: lt certainly is. 

Question: You have promulgated — forgive 
the word — false prophesy? 

Answer: We have. I do not think we 


have promulgated false 
prophecy, there have been 
statements that were erroneous, 
that is the way I put it, and 
mistaken. 


(A short discussion of evidence given by 


Fred W. Franz about 


the 1874 prophecy takes place.) 


Question: 
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That was the publication of false 
prophecy? 


Question: Back to the point now, a false 
prophecy was promulgated? 

Answer: [agree to that. 

[Emphasis added.] 


Based on the plain and unambiguous testimony of both 
Covington and Franz, as well as the Watchtower prophecies 
explored above, it is unmistakable that the Watchtower has 
promulgated false prophecy. In fact, after examining numerous 
Watchtower publications and court testimony throughout this book 
in conjunction with scripture, it becomes crystal clear that the 
Watchtower Organization does not represent God and is not His 
prophet. What is more, they have exhibited a demonstrable pattern 
of repeatedly misleading their members with such erroneous 
“prophetic” statements. This type of misrepresentation under the 
pretext of God’s authority can only be described as reprehensible. 

In light of the above, we must also question the validity of 
the Watchtower’s other three foundational claims of divine 
authority outlined at the beginning of the book. First, it is apparent 
from our careful and critical examination of Watchtower teachings 
(again, at their invitation) that the Organization is a false prophet, 
so it is impractical to think that God has ever blessed the 
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Watchtower by acting as the “editor” of their magazine. Second, 
since the Watchtower magazine has set forth many flawed 
teachings and false prophecies, it is impossible for it to be “God’s 
Word,” which we know to be infallible. Third, the fact that several 
of the Watchtower’s statements concerning scriptural interpretation 
and biblical prophecies have been revealed as erroneous disproves 
the possibility that such interpretations could have been 
“communicated from God to Jesus and from Jesus to the 
Watchtower through angels.” As a result, it now becomes clear 
that the Watchtower does not, in fact, have any legitimate basis for 
insisting that they possess divine authority. Likewise, they 
certainly cannot be “God’s sole instrument on earth.” 

It is sad to think that this information will not reach the 
eyes or ears of the Watchtower’s followers, because they are 
instructed not to read any Christian literature other than 
Watchtower publications. In fact, Pastor Russell has said, “A 
person would go into darkness after two years of reading the Bible 
alone; would be in the light reading the Studies in the Scriptures 
alone.“ In essence, Pastor Russell elevates his own writings 
(Studies in the Scriptures) above the Bible as a source of spiritual 
enlightenment, contrary to Jesus’ words in John 16:13, where we 
are told that the Holy Spirit will guide us into all truth. 

Unfortunately, Jehovah’s Witnesses will not realize that 
reading only Watchtower material will keep them in spiritual 
darkness. They will not recognize that the Organization is not the 
“voice of God.” They will never appreciate who the Holy Spirit 
really is. And they will continue under the misguided belief that to 
disobey the Watchtower means to reject divine rulership. Of 
course, the real tragedy is that they will miss out on God’s 
wonderful gift of salvation through His Son Jesus Christ, because 
they have been taught to come to the Watchtower, rather than 
Jesus, for salvation. 

My hope and prayer is that the contents of this book will be 
a useful reference for those contemplating becoming Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, while also serving as a foundational resource for former 
members who will need help understanding that God has not 


7! Watchtower (September 15, 1910), p. 4685. 
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rejected them. Additionally, I hope this information will assist the 
Body of Christ in appreciating why followers of the Watchtower 
are so adamant in their beliefs, albeit misguided, and so tenacious 
in their activity of house-to-house proselytizing. This knowledge 
is essential to effectively reaching out to Jehovah’s Witnesses in a 
way that they will come to know the truth about God’s saving 
grace. So how should we, as Christians, reach out to Jehovah’s 
Witnesses? 
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JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES 
AT YOUR DOOR 


“And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, 

‘All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 
Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; 
and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. 
Matthew 28:18-20 
(The Great Commission) 


Followers of the Watchtower will never comprehend the 
true gospel of Christ until the veil of Watchtower deception is 
removed from their eyes, hearts and minds. But how do we reach 
them? First, we must understand who is orchestrating the 
deception — Satan. As the Apostle Paul explains in 2 Corinthians 
4:4: “in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of 
the unbelieving that they might not see the light of the gospel of the 
glory of Christ, who is the image of God.” So it is really Satan’s 
deception that must be exposed. 

With this in mind, there are three ways we can penetrate 
this cloak of deception. The first is prayer ... that the Holy Spirit 
opens the hearts and minds of Jehovah’s Witnesses, because God 
is the only one capable of this. The second is awareness ... 
knowledge of the underlying sources that create this thriving 
deception (revealed in this book). And the third is compassion ... 
a heartfelt desire to share the gospel of Christ to these sincere but 
spiritually lost people. 

It is also important to understand that the Watchtower’s 
indoctrination process is primarily designed for the purpose of 
creating disciples who will actively, if not aggressively, 
promulgate Watchtower theology. The Watchtower directs its 
followers to “come to Jehovah’s organization for salvation.” 
Watchtower (November 15, 1981), pp. 16-17. However, the 
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salvation they offer is not guaranteed and is contingent upon works 
rather than God’s grace through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. As a 
result, Jehovah’s Witnesses undertake the mission of 
demonstrating their faithfulness to the Organization through their 
actions, and they spend their lives purposefully working to earn 
their salvation. One of their most recognized activities is knocking 
on doors, which they do in accordance with Jesus’ command that 
we go forth and make disciples (Matthew 28:18-20). Although 
Jehovah’s Witnesses bring a different gospel to our doors, they 
nonetheless obey the Great Commission. Certainly, we can admire 
their dedication and learn from their demonstration of faith. 

Jesus has instructed us, as Christians, to spread the gospel 
and make disciples; however, we often overlook the fact that this is 
a divine commission, easily losing sight of how vitally important it 
is. More to the point, we forget that our failure to share the Word 
can have grave consequences for those who have never heard it, as 
the Apostle Paul reminds us: 


“for WHOEVER WILL CALL UPON THE 
NAME OF THE LORD WILL BE SAVED. 
How then shall they call upon Him in whom 
they have not believed? And how shall they 
believe in Him whom they have not heard? 
And how shall they hear without a 
preacher? And how shall they preach 
unless they are sent? Just as it is written, 
‘How BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET OF 
THOSE WHO BRING GLAD TIDINGS OF 
GOOD THINGS!” Romans 10:13-16 


Consider also the story of the rich man and Lazarus, the 
poor diseased man at the rich man’s gate (Luke 16:19-31). The 
rich man’s actions and lack of compassion for Lazarus’ suffering 
were inconsistent with a believer’s heart, and he was sent to hell 
when he died. Lazarus, on the other hand, was carried away by the 
angels upon his death. Dr. Walter Martin, a noted Doctor of 
Theology, provides more insight regarding this story, as follows: 
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“The Lord Jesus in this account portrayed 
the condition of a lost soul (the rich man) 
who rejected God, and a beggar who partook 
of the Lord’s mercy. The rich man went 
into conscious torment after physical death 
(Greek, basanois).... There can be no doubt 
— he was suffering and knew it. ... It must 
also be remembered that Christ, in parables, 
never used personal names, such as 
‘Lazarus.’ The language, although literal, is 
forceful in depicting spiritual suffering. 


“We must conclude, then, that Luke’s 
account is a record of an actual case, a 
historical fact in which a soul suffered after 
death and was conscious of that torment.” 


Thus, we know that those who do not repent and accept 
God’s free gift of salvation will end up with the rich man in hell, 
while those who do will spend eternity in heaven. Certainly, 
however, each person needs to hear God’s Word in order to make 
that choice. Perhaps by remembering the eternal consequences, we 
will be more motivated to obey The Great Commission. 

Sharing the gospel with others is a privilege, but it is also a 
Christian responsibility. In fact, ſiln Matthew’s presentation of 
the Great Commission, Jesus gave only one imperative command: 
make disciples....””? This command is further explained by Dr. 
Spiros Zodhiates, an accomplished Greek scholar, in his 
commentary on the Book of Matthew, as follows: 


“We fulfill the Great Commission only 
when we go to reach others and make 
disciples of them. The proper translation is 


* Martin, Walter. Zhe Kingdom of the Cults. Minneapolis: Bethany 
House Publishers, 1997 (edited by Hank Hanegraaff), p. 158. 

73 Zodhiates, Spiros. Exegetical Commentary on Matthew. Tennessee: 
AMG Publishers, 2006, p. 516. 


67 


‘having gone [or “as you go”], make 
disciples. 


We make disciples through preaching or 
proclaiming the gospel to people. 


Furthermore, the Bible is clear that we will ultimately be 
accountable to God if we fail to act: 


“When I say to the wicked, ‘O wicked man, 
you shall surely die, and you do not speak to 
warn the wicked from his way, that wicked 
man shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I 
will require from your hand.“ Ezekiel 33:8 


We know, of course, that it is God’s desire that every 
person on earth be saved, as the following verses demonstrate: 


“This is good and acceptable in the sight of 
God our Savior, who desires all men to be 
saved and to come to the knowledge of the 
truth.” 1 Timothy 2:3 


“... not wishing for any to perish but for all 
to come to repentance.” 2 Peter 3:9 


We also know from the Lord’s Prayer, given to us by Jesus, 
that we are to pray for God’s will to be done: 


“Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven.” 
Matthew 6:10 


* Zodhiates, Spiros. Exegetical Commentary on Matthew. Tennessee: 
AMG Publishers, 2006, p. 516. 


* Zodhiates, Spiros. Exegetical Commentary on Matthew. Tennessee: 
AMG Publishers, 2006, p. 517. 
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So if you had a conversation with God right now and He 
told you to do something, you would almost certainly do it without 
question. Yet it seems we are not always as eager to follow His 
written instructions (the Bible). Perhaps in responding to all of 
God’s commands, we should strive to emulate the enthusiastic 
example set by Isaiah, below: 


“Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, 
‘Whom shall I send, and who will go for 
Us?’ “Here am I. Send me!” Isaiah 6:8 


In closing, we know from Jude 3 that the Christian faith has 
already been received and established (“for the faith which was 
once for all delivered to the saints”). Hence, it is this faith (the 
gospel of Christ) that must be shared, according to Jesus in 
Matthew 24:14: “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be 
preached in the whole world for a witness to all the nations, and 
then the end shall come.” 


“The gospel will be ‘proclaimed ... in all the 
inhabited earth.... 

In the day of condemnation, all 
nonbelievers will be faced with the 
testimony ... that they had an opportunity to 
receive Christ but rejected it. Since ‘the 
gospel of the kingdom’ will reach the entire 
inhabited earth, no one will be able to claim 
ignorance. 

And then shall come ... the end ..., that is, 
the consummation . of the age. 


“If evangelical Christianity continues to virtually ignore the 
activities of Jehovah’s Witnesses, it does so at the peril of 
countless souls.“ Therefore, we should be alert for any 


16 Zodhiates, Spiros. Exegetical Commentary on Matthew. Tennessee: 
AMG Publishers, 2006, p. 397. 

77 Martin, Walter. The Kingdom of the Cults. Minneapolis: Bethany 
House Publishers, 1997 (edited by Hank Hanegraaff), p. 177. 
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opportunity to demonstrate our faith. Isaiah had the right spirit ... 
may we all reflect the same attitude of willingness. (Refer to 
Appendix C for a strategy and examples of how to effectively 
reach out to Jehovah’s Witnesses who come to your door.) 

Up to now, I have mentioned salvation in terms relative to 
the interpretational directives given to Watchtower members. 
However, at this point, it seems appropriate to share some basic 
teachings which set forth the biblical view of salvation. While the 
scriptures referenced are certainly not all-inclusive on the subject, 
they should provide a good foundation for further study. 


God’s Promise of Salvation 


First and foremost, the gift of salvation is exactly that ... a 
gift. It is not offered to us because we deserve it. It is not 
something that can even be earned. It is beyond any monetary 
value ... it is priceless. It is truly the gift of all gifts — a profound 
display of God’s love for mankind. However, although God’s 
promise of salvation is free for you and me, it came at great cost to 
God. The Bible tells us that He sent His one and only son, Jesus 
Christ, to earth to be the ultimate sacrifice on our behalf: 


“For God so loved the world, that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whoever believes 
in Him should not perish, but have eternal 
life.” John 3:16 


4 
It is important to note in this verse that God’s gift of eternal 
life, while free, is conditional — whoever believes in His Son will 
have eternal life. Therefore, we must believe in Jesus Christ in 
order to receive the gift. We cannot earn salvation through our 
actions: 


“For by grace you have been saved through 
faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift 
of God; not as a result of works, that no one 
should boast.” Ephesians 2:8-9 
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As the Bible says, we are saved by grace through faith. So 
what must we do to receive this gift? 


“that if you confess with your mouth Jesus 
as Lord, and believe in your heart that God 
raised Him from the dead, you shall be 
saved.” Romans 10:9 


Therefore, according to scripture, if you believe in God’s 
Son, Jesus Christ, and you verbally declare that Jesus is Lord, and 
you believe in your heart that God raised Jesus from the dead, then 
“you shall be saved.” God’s promise of salvation is available to 
anyone and everyone who accepts His Son, Jesus Christ, as their 
Lord and Savior. Further, as explained by Dr. Zodhiates, the 
Apostle Paul informs us that when we become saved, we are also 
cleared of the guilt of sin and made righteous: 


“For as through the one man’s disobedience 
the many were made sinners, even so 
through the obedience of the One the many 
will be made righteous.” Romans 5:19 


“Above everything else, this must be 
understood: God does not only declare us 
justified, but makes us just (Rom. 5:19). He 
clears us of the guilt of sin and gives us 
power against sin.””* 


One way we demonstrate our appreciation to God for this 
amazing gift is to carry out our Christian responsibility — sharing 
God’s Word with others. Therefore, when Jehovah’s Witnesses 
come to your door, remember the Great Commission. What better 


78 Zodhiates, Spiros. The Hebrew-Greek Key Study Bible. Tennessee: 
AMG Publishers, 1990, p. 1485 (Introduction to Romans). 
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time to share your faith than when someone comes to your door to 
share theirs? 


2 


THE AUTHOR’S SPIRITUAL JOURNEY 


My spiritual journey began at the age of 8, when I was 
visiting my grandparents in Oakland, California. As journeys go, 
they typically involve some bumpy roads, and mine was no 
exception. Although I eventually arrived at my destination years 
later, I often questioned God’s hand in the matter. Now, after 
much thought and prayer, I feel that there were actually two 
reasons for the direction my life took. But before I discuss them, I 
would first like to share my first experience in church and the story 
of my journey up to now. 

When I was a young boy, my brother Joaquin and I would 
spend a couple of months during the summer visiting our 
grandparents. I was particularly close with my grandmother (who 
I called “Granny”), and looked forward to our time together. 
During our visits, we usually stayed at the cabin my grandfather 
built at Clear Lake, and our summer activities included fishing, 
swimming, water skiing, boating, bike-riding, and generally 
enjoying the 120-degree summer sun. 

At the age of 8, Granny noticed that I was particularly 
inquisitive, asking questions about everything. I remember one 
night, in particular, I asked her where the sky came from and who 
made the stars. Granny then asked me if I would like to attend 
church. Although initially I had no idea what “church” was, after 
she described it to me, I said yes! I was very excited. Granny 
even took me shopping and bought me a black suit, black tie, white 
shirt, and brand new black shoes for the occasion. I felt very 
special, not only because this was my first suit, but also because I 
was on my way to “meet God.” 

As we approached the church, I was amazed and 
overwhelmed at the size of the structure and the property it sat on. 
I can remember saying, “God sure is rich.” There was a statute of 
what appeared to be a man standing on top of the church building 
blowing a horn. As it turns out, my first experience in the house of 
God was inside the Church of Latter Day Saints, also known as the 
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Mormon Church. Though my grandmother was not a devout 
member, she would still attend from time to time. From that point, 
she and I attended every week during my summer stay, and I told 
Granny that I wanted to be a priest when I grew up. However, 
once my brother and I would return home to Pacoima, California, I 
never really had the opportunity to attend any church. My Bible 
study was placed on hold until the next summer, and once I 
became a teenager, my studies came to a complete halt. 

My spiritual journey picked up again in the 9th grade when 
I was introduced to a pastor at the Presbyterian Church in 
Hollywood, California. I began attending the Church services on 
Sundays, attended weekly Bible study classes, and enjoyed the 
company of my peers on Saturday evenings at The Salt Company — 
a meeting place affiliated with the Church, where students of all 
ages could come together to enjoy music and fellowship. It was at 
The Salt Company one Saturday afternoon that I accepted Jesus 
Christ as my Lord and Savior. To my surprise, everyone raised 
their voices in cheer and clapped their hands in celebration. I 
remember the moment as if it was yesterday. I was 15 years old. 
Unfortunately, however, once I got into high school and my friends 
stopped going to church, so did I. 

After high school, I shared an apartment with a friend from 
school. One morning, when I was home alone, there was a knock 
on the door, and I opened it to find two young females, who 
identified themselves as Jehovah’s Witnesses. I had no idea who 
or what Jehovah’s Witnesses were, so I listened to what they had 
to say. The younger girl said she was a Christian and had some 
good news to share. I was glad to hear that she was a Christian, so 
I was interested to hear more. Then she asked me if I knew what 
God's name was. The question todk me aback for a moment; it 
was an odd question. God had a name? I told her I didn’t know, 
and she said, “It is Jehovah.” She then opened her Bible and 
turned to Psalm 83:18. Her Bible said “Jehovah” where my Bible 
said the “Lord.” We talked about many things concerning the 
Bible, and I made an appointment for her to come back another 
day, but I wanted to discuss the Jehovah’s Witness teachings with 
someone before that. 
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So I turned to the only Christian authority I knew — the 
pastor I met in the 9th grade. When I called him, he remembered 
me and agreed to meet for lunch. After sharing and doing a little 
“catch up” on our lives, we got down to the purpose of our 
meeting. For me, the question about God’s name was on my mind, 
particularly because I was concerned that I never knew what it 
was. I told my pastor that they called Him Jehovah, and asked if I 
had missed something in my studies. To my surprise, my pastor 
knew very little of the Watchtower Organization and Jehovah’s 
Witnesses and knew even less about their theology. He did say, 
however, that God had many names, and Jehovah was just one of 
them. After about two hours with my pastor, he told me that the 
Watchtower was a Christian organization, and joining them would 
be like becoming a member of any other Christian group, like the 
Methodists or Presbyterians. I remember him specifically saying, 
“You just have to pick one. It’s a personal thing.” He also even 
went so far as to say, “They are all basically the same. They may 
differ in church policy, but their teachings are all the same.” 

After being given the green light, so to speak, I soon began 
my studies with the Jehovah’s Witnesses. This was a pivotal 
turning point in my spiritual journey. What was interesting about 
the Watchtower was their apparent knowledge of scripture. They 
had a scriptural answer to every question and always used “God’s 
Word” as their authority. After the indoctrination process (a 6- 
month study of Watchtower material), I was then allowed to 
outwardly display my dedication through water baptism. For the 
next 18 years of my life, I served the Watchtower Organization. 
During that time, I got married and had three children. I also came 
to know several individuals who had vast knowledge of the 
Organization, and I was privy to information and teachings that 
most Jehovah’s Witnesses were not. However, over time, my 
doubts about the Organization increased, and I eventually left the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses and went through a divorce. Of course, my 
spiritual journey did not end there. 

It took me two years to feel normal again — the 
indoctrination of Watchtower ideology over 18 years had left its 
mark. I drifted for a while, but fortunately, the passage of time 
allowed my brainwashed mind to heal, and I was eventually able to 
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think clearly again, free of the dependency on Watchtower 
doctrine. So I began my search for God once more. My spiritual 
journey then led me to the teachings of Mary Baker Eddy and 
Christian Science. I read her book Science and Health with Key to 
the Scriptures, and I attended various church services. I also 
studied her methods and theology but I found that their perception 
of Jesus Christ and their view of the Bible were contradictory. So 
my search continued. 

In 1996, I attended a party where I helped a close friend 
tend bar. I met someone there who ended up inviting me to attend 
a church service. I hesitated, but agreed. After attending a few 
services and meeting with some of the people there, I felt that it 
was a God-serving church; however, because of my background, I 
wanted to investigate their theology further. Once I did, my initial 
feelings were confirmed, and I eventually re-dedicated my life to 
Christ and got baptized there. That church was Saddleback Church 
in Lake Forest, California, and the head Pastor was Rick Warren. 

I know now that God was always watching over me. In His 
due time, He reached out through one of His servants (who, by the 
way, ultimately became my wife) and rescued me. It was finally 
time for me to reach my final destination and learn the truth about 
Jesus Christ, as well as the true relationship between God The 
Father, God The Son, and God The Holy Spirit. 

Now, in retrospect, here are the two reasons I believe God 
allowed me to go through these experiences: 

First and foremost, our Lord knows all. He sees us as we 
truly are, even before we are actually born. In essence, God knew 
what Cochise needed. He knew that my experience with the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, though not pleasant, would have a purposeful 
and positive meaning in the years to follow. For sure, I learned the 
crucial lesson that it is important to test all things against scripture. 
I also learned a valuable life lesson about turning stumbling blocks 
into stepping stones. Both of these lessons have helped make me 
the Christian I am today. 

Second, I believe that God allowed my spiritual journey to 
take me through the veil of Watchtower darkness so that I could 
help bring the Watchtower’s deception into the light. I say this, 
because they portray themselves as being a beacon of spiritual 


76 


enlightenment, misleading those who trust and believe in them. I 
believe God wanted me to help expose the Watchtower for what 
they actually are. 

In the book Kingdom of the Cults, the Watchtower’s 
methodology of gathering ignorant Christians to their Organization 
is described by a 30-year slave of the Watchtower, as follows: 


“The Watchtower leadership sensed that 
within the midst of Christendom were 
millions of professing Christians who were 
not well grounded in ‘the truths once 
delivered to the saints, and who would 
rather easily be pried loose from the 
churches and led into a new and revitalized 
Watchtower organization. The Society 
calculated, and that rightly, that this lack of 
proper knowledge of God and the 
widespread acceptance of half-truths in 
Christendom would yield vast masses of 
men and women, if the whole matter were 
wisely attacked, the attack sustained and the 
results contained, and then reused in an 
ever-widening circle.” 


The Watchtower Organization is a very dangerous cult. 
They not only prey on those who are ignorant of scripture, but also 
on Christians who are not well founded in their faith. As a result, 
they are extremely effective at promulgating the Arian heresy, the 
teaching that Jesus Christ was a “created” being rather than deity. 
This teaching was condemned by our Church Fathers at the 
Council of Nicea in the year 325 A.D. Nevertheless, Jehovah’s 
Witnesses resurrected this heretical belief and continue to teach it. 

I believe that the average Jehovah’s Witness is very 
sincere, unlike the Organization. Their faith, though misdirected, 
should be admired. They are people just like you and me, 


Martin, Walter. The Kingdom of the Cults. Minneapolis: Bethany 
House Publishers, 1997 (edited by Hank Hanegraaff), p. 177. 
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searching for answers and spiritual guidance. They demonstrate 
their faith by knocking on doors and sharing their faith. 
Tragically, they believe that their leadership (the Watchtower) is 
sound. However, we must place our faith in Jesus Christ for 
salvation, not in a human organization. 

As I stated in the Introduction, the focus of my book is on 
the foundation of Watchtower doctrine rather than the 
Watchtower’s actual scriptural interpretation. So why did I take 
this approach? Because exposing the Organization’s lack of 
credibility has the added benefit of also rendering their teachings 
meaningless. 
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APPENDIX A 


(Beth-Sarim Deed) 


Sa db 


Wo, J. A. Smith, Sr., and Mary B. Smith, husband and wife, 

Tor and in considezatiun öf Ten and no/100 Dollars, 

Do hereby grant to uorace W. Naylor, Jr., and Eveline E. Baylor, husband and wife, 
as joint tenaats, 

All That Real Property situated inthe. City of San Diego, County of San Diego, Stato 
of California, bounded and desorbed an followa: 


"The Worth 50 feet of Lota fen (10) to Thirteen (13) inclusive ami the North 
50 feet of the Not 16 foet of Lot Fourteen (14) in Blook Four Bundred Forty- Four 
1444] of the Subdivision of the Met Talt and the South Quarter of the West half 
of Pueblo lot 1122, in the City of San Diego, County of San Diego, State of 
Califor ma, according to mip thereof No. 381, fileG in the office of the County 
Roo onder uf aid Sen Dicgo County, March 21, 18€3", 


Sabject to all encumbrancea of recori. 

WITKESS cur hands and seal this 23rd day of January, 1940 
J. A. Saith (861 
Mery B. Smith (Seal) 


Signed and executed in presence or.) 


State of California, } 
County of San Diego, } 9 

On this 23rd day of January, Hin et een Hundred and thirty before m, 
Charlies M. Curtia, a Notary Public in and for gaia County and State, residing therein 
daly com:issioned and sworn, peramally appeared J. A. Smith, Sr. and lary B. Smith, 
known to me to be the persons described in and whose names ave subscribed to the 
within inetrument and acknowledged to me that they executed the sume. 

Ih WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and af fixed my Official 
Seal at my office, in suid County of San Diego, State of Galifornia, the day and year 
in this certificate first above written. 
Charles 4. Curtis 
Notary Public in ami for the county 


of San Diego, State of California, 


Recm ded at Request of Granteen, Feb 7, 1930, at 5 Min past 2 c'oloak Pp. Hl. 
gohn H. Ferry, County Recorder 
Foo $1.00 By kh. O. Tura, do ut 


——— 002 


DEED. 


Robert J. Martin, a single and unmarried person of 117 Adam St. Brooklyn. 
Hew York, for and in comideratim of the sum of Ten Dollars ($10.00) docs hereby 
grent, bargain and sell unto Joseph F. Batherford of 124 Golumbis Heights, Brook- 
lyn, New York for am during his life on earth and thereafter to the watch Tower 
Bible and Tract Soctety.a corporation crented and orge nized under the laws of the 
State of Pennsylvania a214 maintaining ite chief operaiing offices at 124 Columbia 


ur 


Heights, Brooklyn, New York, zor th 


once hereinafter sei forth. 


udo Alndad “waive f ‘Ad GIHdVYDOLOHd 


~. 


~. 


~: 


Ail that real property tust ed ia Leas ington Heights, Comty of San Disgo, 
State of Caltroraie, bounded an desoribed as follows, to-wit: 


Iot one Hundred fen (110) am Lot One Hundred BL even (111) of Leas ington 
Heights, Unit Ro. 8, in the County of gan Diego, State of California, according to Map 
thereof No. 1912, filed in the offios of the gounty Recorder cf seit San Diego County, 
Way 24, 1926. 


TO EAW AND TO HOLD TEX ADOTE GRAVTED AND DESCRIBED PREMISES unto hia, the 
20 4% Joseph Pt Rutherford for hia exslasive masession, we and benefit for am dt: sag i 
his life on earth and at the eng of ad limited actete then to the WATCH TOWER BIBLE 
48D PRACT SOCIETY in trust to be used for the pur pon herein set forth, teit: 
The grantor at the mqueat cf the asia Joseph P. Rutherford who ie President’ 
of the WATON TOFLR BIBLE AUD THADT SOCIETY and General Lesser thereof kes tus 
provisdom and eondition ar set forth in thia deed. i 
‘Both the grantor and tha grantee, the caid Joseph P. Ruthurford are fully ver- 
siaded frou tho Bible Testimony, which in the wort of.Jehovah God, and from ext xan aa d eyi- 
donce that God's Kingdom is now ia course of establishment and that it will reault t 
beneficially to the peoples of carth; that the governing power and authority will be : 
daviaible to en bat that Kingdom of God 11 ve „14510 representatives on tho 
earth who will hive charge of the affaire of the nationa under the aupervision of the 
invisible ruler Ghrist; that smong those sao Will thas be the faithful vepresentatives i 
and visible governors of the world will be David: who Wes onca King zrer lerdal; am f 
Gideon, and zarak, and Samon, and Jesthee, and Joseph, formerly the ruler df. rt. 
and samel the prophet and othor faithful men who mere named with approval in the | 
sible at Hebrews the eleventh chapter, Tha cendition herein ia that the ssid uke 
IGKER BIBLE ALD TRACT SOCIETY ubuli hold said title: perpetually in trunt for * use | 
of asy or all of the zan ase named as representatives uf God's King@ow_on, ohrth am | 
that ouch men aha 11 have poosension am we of said property hereinabove dener e 0 | 
they may dc en for the best intereat for the work in vu oh they are engaged, — 3 1 
This property has been acquired asà the isprovements built there a at the ind A 
gtance und waer the direction of the said Joneph F. Rutherford an dedicated to Jehovah 
God and to ids King Christ who 1a the rightful ruler of the earth und for the expres pir- 
pose. of being naed by thong who are nervänto c? Jehovah Goð. Por.this reason the | 
provision is made in this deed that the property shall be forever used for the purpose ; 
bqeet to any enouibmaces tant may have ten plaset thereupon. | 
IT 18 FURTHER PxOVIDED that if the said JOSEPH P. BD while alive on f 
the earth ghall by lease, deea or contract bende that any other peram or personi Son- | 
nected with the said WATCH TOFS E AND TRACT SOCISTY shall kare the right to reside, 
on Guid premises until the appearing of David or seme of the other nen mentioned in tha 
Eleventh Chapter of Hebrews as above est forth overy auch person or’ wreons so designated 
by the said joseph F. Mmerfara in awh leane or other paper writing shall have the | 
right and privilege of residing on snid premises until the same de taken pomesaion of i 
by David or sone of the other men herein meod act thts property ext. promises de ing i 
dedicated to Jekovah and tne use of kis kingdom it shall be used us sh for ever: Avy i 
persous appearing to, take pozssacion of said prenises,shall firat prow ant indentity 
themeelves to the proper cfficern of said Society ao the person or pere om described in 


Hebrews Chapter eleven and in this deed. 


IN WIGIESS WHEREOP I the sail Bocert J. Hartin and the aaia Josupy P, wmEKoHD 
8 n $- 


. 


— sintan in a a 


3 


—— ae 


iia 
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bavo hereunto signed our names Shia 24th day of Deothibes A.D. 1929, 


WITNESSES: ` : Robert Js Martin 

Donald malett 

Bonnie Zoyé T goaeph P; m merTera 
State of New Yorks: ~ * . ahs 


1 se. be 
County of Kings ) —5 s 9 ' 


on th u 24th iy of Wir AyD, 1929 before se, Donald Haslett a Notary 
Publio in and for sail county and State of New York, having authority to take avknow 
ledgementa: of legal instruneita, personally appeared Robert J. Martin and Joueph F, 
Ritherfom known to ma to de the persons whose names are subscribed to the foregoing 
inatrunent and each acknowledged to me that he- executed the sam, as his free act ani 


dest. 


NSS ay hand ani orf 1% seal tus day am year in this certificate first 


above written, 


Donald Haslett 
Donald Notary Public. 4632 
f — 4 0 Hinge County Register #1276 
k 85 
i Public } Commiscion expires Maroh 31/1932 
„ Kings 
., County 


Stute of den York, ? 


County of Kinga. 

I, Pred G, Lennornann, Clerk of tho County of Kings, ami also Clerk of 
the Supreme Court for said County ( said Qourt being a court of Record), DO HEREBY 
CERTIFY that Donald Haslett, the Notary public before whom.the within ack to wledgrent 
or deposition was ade, wao at the time of taking the same authorized by the lawa of 
the State of New York to take the ackmwledgmente and proofe of deeds or conveyances 
for lands, tenements and hereditaments ut taste, lying and being in maid State of 
How York, And further that 1 am wol] acquminted with the band writings o? such notary 
and verly bdie that the signature to said certificate of prof, acknowledgement 
or deposition is genuine. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF , I have hereunto set my hand am affixed the seal of 
the said County and Court, thia 24 day of December 192 9. 
3 Fred C» lemmermann ylerk, 


Reco med at Ragusat of Grantee, Peb 7, 1920 at 15 Mn past 2 o'olock Pull. 
John E, Ferry, Couty Recoxor, 


Fee $1.80 By I. C. Parsones Depuy 


—— 000 —— 


dadOD A eñ a A GaHdVADOLOHd) 


~. 


a porer netar arataa: 


~i 


= ‘This is a true certified copy of the record 
V fit bears the seal, imprinted sn purple mk 


) 4 
GREGORY | MIA s SEP 12 2008 


lerk 
San Diego County, 


APPENDIX B 


(Watchtower Chronology) 


CHART OF SIGNIFICANT DATES FROM MAN’S OREATION TO 7000.A.M. 


DATE EVENT REFERENCE 
ANNO MUNDI 
8 Creation of Adam (in early autumn) Gen. 2:7 
8 130 Birth of Seth Gen. 5: 3 
"Ss 930 Death of Adam Gen. 5:5 
8 88. 1000 End of ist 1,000. year day of man's existence 
83 
Gach 1056 Birth of Noah Gen. 5: 28, 29 
ge 1558 Birth of Shem Gen. 11: 10 
= 1656 Methuselah dies in this year; floodwaters fall (in Gen. 5: 27; 
= November) Gen. 7: 6, 11 
382 1657 Flood subsides; God gives law on sanctity of blood Sen. 9: 4-6 
scien 1658 Birth of Arpachshad Gen. 11: 10 
gon 1787 Founding of Babel; beast comes out of sea Gen. 10: 8-12; Rev. 13 
BS 2000 End of 2d 1,000-year day of man’s existence 
339 
S2 2008 Birth of Abraham Gen. 11:32; 12: 4 
— 2083 Abrahamic covenant made Gen, 12:4, 7 
asım 2108 Birth of Isaac; W of the about 450 years” Gen. 21: 2, 5; 
2 382 © n Acts 13: 17-20 
3 8333 2113 Isaac weaned (age 5); Ishmael (age 19) taunts Isaac; Gen. 21: 8; 15: 13; 
2a". F . beginning of 400-year affliction Acts 7:6 
Pon 282268 Birth of Esau and Jacob. Gen. 25: 26 
PAPAS ky 2289 Joseph made prime minister of Egypt Gen. 41: 40, 46 
S- dbx. 35 2298 Jacob and family move to Egypt À Gen. 47:9 
Be oop 2426 Egypt prominent as First, World Power Ex. 1: 8 
8383 3 2433 Birth of Moses Deut. 34: 7 
r Passover; Israel leaves Egypt; end of 400-year Ex. 12: 12, 40, 41; 
- affliction; Law covenant made at Sinai Gen. 15; 13, 14; 


Ex. 24: 6-8 
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CHART OF SIGNIFICANT DATES FROM MAN’S CREATION TO 7000 A. M. 


=. 


bark ` DATE. EVENT REFÉRENCE 
B.C.E. : ~ ANNO MUNDI. } . 
1473 j 2553 Israel -enters Canaan under Joshua; count for Josh. 5:6; Lev. 25 
: Jubilee years begins Tishri {Ethanim) 10 í 
2559 End of Joshua’s war operations in Canaan; end of Josh. 11: 23; 14: 7, 10-15; 
HS the “about 450 years” of Acts 13:17-20; first Lev. 25: 1-7 
sabbath year for Israel begins (in fali); 350-year 
; period of Judges begins 
1424 2602 First Jubilee year begins Tishri (Ethanim) 10 Lev, 25: 8-12 
1117 2909 Saul anointed as king of Israel 1 Sam. 10: 24 
1077 2949 David becomes king Acts 13: 21, 22 
1037 2989 Solomon succeeds David as king 1 Ki. 2: 11. 12 
1034 2992 Construction of Solomon’s temple begins in his 1 Ki. 6: 1 
= 4th year (in spring) 
1026 zi 3000 End of 3d 1,000-year day of man’s existence 
ps 30 
2 > 
997 E 3029 Rehoboam succeeds Solomon as king; 10 tribes 1 Kl. 11: 42, 43 
: ea. secede . 
740 288 3286 3 Second World Power, subjugates Israel, 2 Ki. 17: 6, 13, 18 
625 5 73 3401 Nebuchadnezzar rules as king of Babylon, Third Jer. 25:1 
Žal World Power 
624 33 3402 17th Jubilee begins Lev. 25 
617 H 3409 Nebuchadnezzar takes first Jewish captives to 2 Ki, 24: 12-18 
T Babylon ve 
607 3419 Nebuchadnezzar takes Jerusalem by siege 2 Ki. 25:3-7 


c. 49 


y 
{Desolation 
of Jem- 
salem and 
Judah) 


70 


3419 


4074 


4095 


Temple razed, Jerusalem destroyed (5th month); 
abandoned (7th month); 70-year desolation begins; 
Seven Gentile Times begin to count 


Babylon falls to Medes and Persians; Medo-Persia 
becomes. Fourth World Power; Darius rules 


Cyrus the Persian (in first year) decrees return 
of Jews 


Zerubbabel completes second temple 


Jerusalem’s walls built by Nehemiah; 70 weeks 
of Dan. 9:24 begin fulfillment 


Greece, Fifth World Power, rules Judea 
Rome, Sixth World Power, rules Judea 


End of 4th 1,000-year day of man’s existence 


Birth of John the Baptist and Jesus 


(Fall) Jesus baptized, anointed; end of 69th “week” 
of Dan. 9: 24 

Nisan 14, Jesus sets up Lord’s Supper; impaled: 
middle of 70th “week” of Dan. 9: 24 

Nisan 16, Jesus resurrected; Sivan 6, Pentecost; 
outpouring of holy spirit; Christian congregation 
founded; Peter uses first key 

Peter uses 2d key; Roman centurion Cornelius 
anointed, baptized; end of the 70 weeks of years 

Jerusalem council of apostles and older men decrees 
against blood and things strangled 


Jerusalem and temple destroyed by the Romans 


2 Ki. 25: 8-10; 
Jer. 52:12-14; 
2 Ki. 25: 25, 26 


Dan. 5: 30, 31 
2 Chron. 36: 22, 23 


Ezra 6: 14, 15 
Weh, 1: 1; 2: 1, 11; 
6: 15; Dan. 9: 24 
Dan. 8: 21 
John 19: 15; Rev. 17: 10 


Saamen 


Luke 1: 60; 2:7 
Luke 3:1, 2, 23 
Luke 22: 20; 23: 33 


Matt. 28: 1-10; 
Acts 2: 1-4, 14 


Acts 10: 34-48 
Acts 15 


Dan. 9: 27; 
Luke 19: 42-44 
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DATE C. E. 


73 
c. 100 
131 


325 
378 


386 
800 


975 


1492 
1530 
1763 
1806 
1879 
1884 


1914 
1916 
1918 
1919 
1920 


CHART OF SIGNIFICANT DATES FROM MAN’S CREATION TO 7000 AM. 


DATE 
ANNO MUNDI 
4098 


4125 
4256 


4350 
4403 


4411 
4825 
5000 


5517 
5555 
5788 
5831 
5904 
5909 


5939 
5941 
5943 
3944 
5945 


1927 5952 
1931 5956 
1935 5960 
1937 8962 
1938 5963 
1939 5964 
1945 5970 
1987 3982 
1962 5987 
1963 5988 
1964 5989 
1965 5990 
1966 5991 
1975 6000 
2975 7000 


EVENT 


Last Jewish fortress, Masada, falls to Romans 
John, last of the apostles, dies 2 Thess. 2: 7 
Emperor Hadrian rebuilds Jerusalem, making it a 
Roman colony called Alia Capitolina 
Roman Emperor Constantine, Pontifex Maximus, 
convokes first general council of bishops at Nicaea 
Damasus, bishop of Rome, takes over title of 
Pontifex Maximus 
Augustine is converted to Roman Catholicism 
Pope Leo III crowns King Charles (Charlemagne) 


End of 5th 1,000-year day of man’s existence 


Pope Innocent VIII dies after a blood transfusion 
Protestant League of Schmalkald is entered into 
Great Britain emerges as Seventh World Power 

End of Holy Roman Empire 

(July) First number of Zion’s Watch Tower is published 


Zion's Watch Tower Tract Society (now Watch Tower Bible & Tract 


Society of Pa.) is legally chartered 
(October) Gentile Times end; World War I rages 
The Watch Tower (Jan. 1) declares for Christian neutrality 


First use of stored blood, by professor of medicine, University of 


Chicago; Watch Tower Society representatives imprisoned (June); 
World War I ends in November 


(March) Watch Tower Society representatives released, exonerated 


the following year 
League of Nations begins its sessions as Eighth World Power 


The Watchtower (Dec. 15) declares bloodshed a reason for God's 
vengeance at Armageddon—Gen. 9: 3, 4 

(July 26) The name “Jehovah’s witnesses” embraced 

“Great Crowd” of Revelation 7: 9-17 identified at Washington (D.C.) 
assembly and in The Watchtower 

First blood bank on a large scale established at Cook County Hospital 

Theocratie organization of Jehovah’s Christian witnesses completed 
(September) World War II begins; League of Nations goes into 
inactivity 

The Watchtower (July 1) exposes blood transfusion—Ps, 16: 4 

(September) World War II ends; (October) United Nations Organi- 
zation ratified 

(October) Russia sends up first satellite; causes world to fear 

(October 11) Pope John XXIII opens Vatican Council II 

Pope John XXIII, at Council, publishes encyclical “Pacem in Terris” 
in which he praises United Nations Organization. June 3, he dies 
despite blood transfusions 

(May) “Spy satellites” and astronauts increase world tension 

(October 4) Pope Paul VI visits United Nations Headquarters in 
New York city, endorses United Nations and confers with president 
of U.S.A, December 8, he closes Ecumenical Council Vatican II 

Threat of World War III grows more ominous as between “king of the 
north” and the “king of the south.” (Dan. 11: 5-7, 40) Expansion of 
organization of Jehovah’s Christian witnesses continues, and inter- 
national series of ͤ God's Sons of Liberty” District Assemblies are 
scheduled to begin on June 22, in Toronto, Ontario, Canada. Book 
Life Everlasting—in Freedom of the Sons of God to be released 
Saturday, June 25, 1966 


End of 6th 1,000-year day of man’s existence (in early autumn) 


End of 7th 1,000-year day of man's existence (in early autumn) 
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APPENDIX C 


(Examples for Witnessing To 
Jehovah’s Witnesses) 


See | at nad 


EXAMPLES FOR WITNESSING TO 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES 


As referenced earlier, there is a certain strategy necessary 
for effectively reaching out to Jehovah’s Witnesses, or others, who 
come to your door: 


(1) Be friendly and non-threatening — create a calm, 
relaxed, and inviting atmosphere (invite them 
into your home if you are comfortable) 

(2) Engage them in conversation — do not be 
confrontational 

(3) Let them share their faith with you first 

(4) Tell them that you are also a Christian — although 
it will have no real meaning to them, it allows 
you to “plant a seed” 

(5) Carefully take control of the conversation — use 
questions rather than accusatory statements; they 
have an agenda and a programmed script 
designed to convert you; to avoid their “trap” 
you need to create a diversion by asking 
questions 

(6) Plant seeds of doubt to cause them to question 
what they know or have been told — this is the 
first step in leading them to question the 
Watchtower 


Our overall goal is to share the true gospel of Christ; 
therefore, we must have a genuine desire to help these spiritually 
lost people. Love is our motivation. But understand that before 
they are really able to hear the truth, the veil of deception must be 
penetrated. This is not an easy thing to do. And honestly, we 
cannot do it alone — we need the help of the Holy Spirit. So while 
they are at your door, pray for His help. Pray that He will put the 
right words in your mouth to pierce Satan’s veil of deceit, thereby 
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allowing you to plant the seed of God’s truth into the heart of your 


visitor. We plant, and God makes it grow. 


xii 


EXAMPLE #1 


When Jehovah’s Witnesses come to my door, I 
typically start by saying something to the following effect: 


“I am familiar with some of your teachings. I am 
also familiar with some of the Mormons’ 
teachings. Both Organizations visit homes 
preaching the gospel, and both claim that God 
directs their work. Since both Organizations 
cannot be right, and both claim that God uses 
them, how does one choose? For example, what 
convinced you? If you can, I would really 
appreciate knowing how they proved to you that 
God uses them, because they obviously convinced 
you which is why you are here.” 


This kind of approach is honest & sincere without being 
aggressive or threatening. Remember that your objective is 
to engage them in a conversation and to ultimately gain 
them to Christ. 

The specific purpose of this question is to draw them 
out of their comfort zone and make them think. There is, of 
course, nothing tangible to prove that God uses the 
Watchtower Organization, so again I am planting a seed of 
doubt. The response you get, however, will depend on the 
person at your door — they may not respond at all, or they 
may request to come back next week with a more 
experienced Jehovah’s Witness. In either case, you have 
planted a seed. 


EXAMPLE #2 


On one occasion, I invited a couple of Mormons into 
my home when they knocked on my door. After they 
shared the reasons for coming, I used the same strategy 
outlined above for Jehovah’s Witnesses. I asked specific 
questions for very specific reasons. One of the questions I 
asked was, “Have any of the Apostles of your church ever 
contradicted each other, or have they ever contradicted the 
Bible?” Of course, I already knew that they had, so when 
the young Mormons replied, “Absolutely not,” I had a plan. 
I told them that I would do a little research on my own, and 
asked them if they could come back next week at the same 
time. They agreed. I purposely did not contradict them 
during our first meeting, because they would have felt 
uncomfortable and perhaps a little defensive. My goal was 
not to embarrass them or make them think I was trying to 
set a trap. 

When they returned the following week, I revealed my 
“findings.” They both were shocked and did not know 
what to say. The younger man actually seemed hungry for 
more information, so I knew that the seed of doubt had 
been successfully planted. They thanked me for the 
information, and gave me one of their books — the Book of 
Mormon. I can only pray that the seed of doubt I planted 
grew and released them from the Mormon hold. 


One approach you should probably avoid with Jehovah’s 
Witnesses is arguing scriptural interpretation. Their interpretation 
is dictated by the Watchtower Organization and is based on their 
own unique translation of the Bible. For instance, the Watchtower 
is infamous for taking scripture out of context and/or not using the 
correct interpretation of key Greek words. A perfect example of 
how tricky this approach can be involves the Watchtower’s 
teaching that Jesus Christ was nothing more than an angel, who 
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was created by God the Father, rather than deity. The following 
are just a few examples of scriptures used by the Watchtower in 
support of this claim, along with their accurate interpretations: 


A. 


“And to the angel of the church in Laodicea write: 
The Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the 
Beginning of the Creation of God, says this: 
Revelation 3:14 (emphasis added). 


” 


Key Greek Word: arche 
English Translation: beginning 
Literal Greek Meaning: beginning; act; cause 


“Christ is called ‘the beginning’ because He is 
the efficient cause of the creation; ‘the head’ 
because He is before all things, and all things 
were created by Him and for Him (John 1:1-3; 
Col. 1:16-17; Heb. 1:10).”°° 


“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should 
not perish, but have eternal life.” John 3:16 
(emphasis added). 


Key Greek Word: monogenes 

English Translation: begotten 

Literal Greek Meaning: unique; one of a kind; 
one and only 


“John alone uses monogenes to describe the 
relation of Jesus to God the Father, presenting 
Him as the unique one, the only one (monos) of 
a class or kind (genos), in the discussion of the 
relationship of the Son to the Father (John 1:14, 
18; 3:16, 18; 1 John 4:9). ... This is in 
distinction from gennao ..., to beget, engender 


$o Zodhiates, Spiros. The Complete Word Study Dictionary — New 
Testament. Tennessee: AMG Publishers, 1993 Revised Edition, p. 260. 
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or create. ... So then, the word means one of a 
kind or unique.“ 


“And He is the image of the invisible God, the first- 
born of all creation. 
added). 


” 


Colossians 3:15 (emphasis 


Key Greek Word: prototokos 

English Translation: firstborn 

Literal Greek Meaning: first; to bear; bring 
forth; firstborn; preeminent 


“(B) The word prototokos is always used in 
relation to God’s creation referring to Christ’s 
supremacy over it. Jesus Christ cannot be both 
creator and creature. ... ‘the one preeminent 
over all creation... The next verse makes it 
adequately clear, ‘For by him were all things 
created,’ meaning that He Himself is not part of 
creation (cf. John tan 


“The Lord possessed me at the beginning of His 
way, Before His works of old.” Proverbs 8:22 
(emphasis added). 


The Watchtower uses Proverbs 8:22 to prove 
that Jesus Christ is not God, because they claim 
it shows that Jesus Christ was “created.” 
However, they pull this scripture completely out 
of context — the passages surrounding this verse 
speak of “Wisdom,” and the Hebrew word for 
wisdom is used in the feminine gender. Of 
course, we know that Jesus was not a woman, 
but it is also important that the passage fails to 


ii Zodhiates, Spiros. The Complete Word Study Dictionary — New 
Testament. Tennessee: AMG Publishers, 1993 Revised Edition, p. 995. 


* Zodhiates, Spiros. The Complete Word Study Dictionary — New 
Testament. Tennessee: AMG Publishers, 1993 Revised Edition, p. 1250. 


X 


mention anything about the Messiah. It is pure 
theological speculation by the Watchtower. 


Jehovah’s Witnesses will use these and other scriptures as 
proof that Jesus Christ is not God. They do this because their 
theology promulgates the Arian heresy (i. e., that Jesus Christ was 
created and, therefore, is not deity). However, we can rely on 
reputable Greek scholars, like Spiros Zodhiates, to help us glean 
the true meaning of key Greek words based on their given context. 

However, if you do decide to engage in a scriptural 
conversation with a Jehovah’s Witness, make sure you have a good 
grasp of scripture and are well grounded in the faith. I say this 
because even those who possess these strengths still experience 
frustration and spiritual exhaustion after such an encounter. I liken 
the experience to a diamond — no matter how hard you try, you will 
fail to even scratch the surface. I am not saying that it is an 
impossible strategy, but it will be an extremely difficult one. That 
being said, this approach has been successful. You never know if 
someone has planted before you — perhaps that seed of doubt is 
already there and you will be the one to water it. 

There is something else that you should be aware of when 
Jehovah’s Witnesses come to your door — they will attempt to sell 
you their translation of the Bible, which they will tell you is the 
most accurate and reliable translation in existence. Remarkably, 
the Watchtower created and published their own version of the 
Bible, even though the Organization does not have any Greek or 
Hebrew scholars. This, of course, resulted in a misconceived 
translation, which removes all references of deity with respect to 
Jesus Christ. 

Another interesting fact is that Jehovah’s Witnesses will 
make a notation when they come across people who are 
argumentative or confrontational or who have too much biblical 
knowledge. They will remain friendly but will excuse themselves 
to write down your name and address and a brief description of the 
encounter. This notation will be placed in their map folders to 
warn future Witnesses who work your neighborhood. Why do 
they do this? Because the Watchtower instructs them to. The 
Organization preys on the spiritually weak, so they are only 
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interested in those who can be easily manipulated and controlled. 
Obviously, if you challenge them or appear to be too 
knowledgeable, you are perceived as a potential threat. 

Just remember the Great Commission — do what you can to 
defend our faith from those who deviate from accepted and 
approved biblical theology and share the true gospel of Christ 
whenever and with whomever possible. 


~" 


